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EH E greateſt and boldeſt Under- 
taking the French have embark'd in 
fince the Commencement of the pre- 
ſent War, is, doubtleſs, the Siege 
of Bergen. op zoom, ſometimes call- 

= ed {imply Bergen; a Place ſo ſtrong, 
bon gon the Advantages Nature has afforded it, in 
Its Situation, and by the Improvements of Art, that 
ſurely, nothing but his Experience of the paſſive 
Behaviour of the Dutch on many late and ſignal 
| Occaſions, could have prompted Marſha] Saxe to 
think of ſuch a Siege, or inſpire him with any 
tolerable Hopes of its Succeſs. Beſides, it was not 
only the City itſelf that they had to reduce (a City 
which, tho? ſeveral Times beſieged by great Ar- 
mies, and great Commanders, had never yet been 
taken) they had alſo a large Corps of the beſt 
Troops in the Service of the Allies to drive out of 
the Lines near the Town. But this it ſeems M. 
Lowendabl reſolved ſhould be his dernier Reſort, 
tho) it was impoſſible for him to inveſt the Place 
without gaining theſe Lines. 
Indeed 'tis probable that the Troops of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty hardly would have undertaken 
the Siege of Bergen-op-2oom, had they not been 
almoſt under an abſolute Neceſſity of hind this 
Step, or dozing out the Campaign inactive, or - 
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beſt; acting only on the defenſive: But Inaction 


would have been almoſt as fatal to them as the 
Loſs of a Battle, or half the Towns they have 


taken from the Allies. Had they, after the Battle 


of Val, contented themſelves with barely defend- 


ing their new Acquiſitions | in the Netherlands, ſuch 
Acquifitions would in Truth have been too dearly 
bought, or rather I might have faid maintained at 


a far greater Expence than firſt purchaſed. For by. 


an inactive Campaign, after their prodigious - and: 
ſucceſsful Efforts to gain the Superiority over the 
Allies, as to Numbers, they muſt have loſt all the 
Ad vantages of that Superiority, and conſequently: 
have thrown ſuch. a Weight into the Scale of their 
Enemies, as muſt have turn'd the Balance in Favour 
of the Allies for this Campaign at leaft, if not 
made it preponderate on theit Side,, during all the 


Remainder of the War. And the Reaſon of this is 


obvious. Were the vaſt Expences the French have 
Veen at to ſend ſuch great Armies into the Field this 
Year, to produce them no other Fruits than ſuch as 
uſually ſpring from an inactive Campaign, they muſt 
(if not downright. ruin'd) at leaſt find it extremely 
difficult to keep the Field in the next. If it be 
alledg'd that the fame Difficulties may alſo from 
the ſame Source embarraſs the Allies, to this I an- 
ſwer, that in my Opinion the Allies are able. to 
bear the Expences of . the, War longer than the 
Grand Monarch, who has ſo long had fo many Irons 
in the Fire at a Time, that his Ability to manage 
them all ſo well as he hath hitherto done, is in- 
deed very ſurprizing. But *tis now the Opinion of 


many profound Politicians, ; both in England and 


Holland, that Lewis XV, at. length begins to per- 
ceive the Sine ws of War to relax, and that to ſo 
great a Degree, that *tis next to impoſſible he 
- ſhould hold out "much longer, at leaſt without far 


* Conquelts and much richer Acquiſitions than 
F503 it 


(/ © 2 
it has yet pleaſed God to grant him. But leaving 
this Digreſſion, let us return to our Subject. 

Into the Dilemma I have mentioned, the French 
were unluckily precipitated by their boaſted Victory 
at Val; I ſay precipitated, for tis probable they 
mult at length have been in the very Condition 
they now are in, had that Action never happen'd: 
And ſome I know are of Opinion that it produced 
no other immediate Conſequences than the mutual 
weakening of both Parties. The Plan of Opera- 
tions formed by M. Saxe for this Campaign, made 
it neceſſary for him to begin with the Reduction of 
Maeſtricbt, which however he could not accom- 
Y pliſh, without firſt. beating the Joint Forces of 

the Allies under. the Duke of. Cumberland, whoſe 

= Camp was ſo ſituated as to cover that Place ef- 
fectually. In thort, all depended on the Succeſs 
of the Attack at Val; and how far the French did 
4 Aſucceed in it the World hath leen; They remained 
3 Maſters of the Field of Battle, tis true, but they 
4 did not beat the Allies out of their N eighbourhood | 
1 of Maeſiricht, nor have they yet thought fit to 
| attempt it again. In fine, their Troops being con- 
ſiderably weakned, and much diſhearined by their 
4 dear- bought Viddory, they were, as I ſaid before, 
under the Neceſſity of lying inactive the reſt of the 
| Seaſon, or of attempting the Reduction of Bergen- 
op- oom. Breda, indeed, or Roterdam, or ſome 
other Place, might, on this Occaſion have felt the 
Thunder of Lewis, XVth's Artillery, but no other 
was of equal Importance to Bergen, it being in 
truth the Maſter-Key to all the grand Inlets into 
the United Provinces. 

Count Lomendabl, Commander of the French 
Forces beforc Bergen 0p-Zoom, has long been look d 
om as a very able General, and has long been a 
Favourite with Marſhal Saxe, who is certainly as 


5 a A Judge. of Military Merit as himſelf is a 
1 B 2 great 


(wv) 
great Example of it. When firſt the Marſhal de 
tach'd from the Grand Army the Corps under 
Count Lowendabl, he left it to the Count's Deter- 

mination, either to employ thoſe Troops in a Deſcent 
upoh South Beveland, or to fit down before Bergen- 
neem, according as he ſhould find himſelf rea- 

onably induced from the Motions of the Allies, 
upon his leaving the Grand Army. 

The Dutch penetrating this General's Deſigns, 
made all the Diſpoſitions in their Power to render 
them ine ffectual. Befides the Meaſures taken for 
the Defence of South Beveland, Orders were ſent 
to Prince Waldeck to haſten with a conſiderable 
Body of Troops from the Grand Army of the 
Allies at Maeftricht, to reinforce the Prince of 
Javxe Hilburghauſen, who commanded the Corps 
encampꝰd in the Lines near Bergen. Orders were 
likewiſe ſent to the Garrifons of Sanduliet, and 
Fort Lillo on the Scheld, to defend themſelves to the 
laſt Extremity, in Caſe Lowendabl ſhould attack 
them, as it was not doubted but he would do, in 
order to facilitate his Attempt on Bergen-op-zoom. 

The Count ſoon perceived that the Dutch began 
now to be in good Earneſt, and that to defend their 
own Territories, and thoſe of another were two 
very different Things; he ſaw that, turn which 
Way he would, he was like to meet with- more 
Oppoſition than the Troops of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty had yet met with from that very delibe- 
rating People. In ſhort, he determin'd to lay 
alide his projected Deſcent on South Beveland, 
which he had been warmly inelin'd to, and at 
ance fall upon Burgen-op-zoom. He conſider'd that 
the taking of this Important Place would not only 
greatly facilitate an Attempt againſt South Beveland 
afterwards, but alſo afford him an eaſy Inlet into the 
Heart of the United Provinces on the Side of Dutch 
Brabant, and indeed into Zealand too. 
RE Having 


* | 
Having thus hinted at the Reaſons which indu- 
ced the French.to undertake this important, and, 
as it hath prov'd, bloody Siege, I ſhall, before I 
enter into a Detail of the Particulars thereof, pre- 
ſent the Reader with a ſhort Deſcription of the 
City and Fortifications of Bergen-op-2oom, which 
| hath, ever ſince Coeboorne's Time been reckoned one 
of the ſtrongeſt Places in Europe. 


A ſhort Deſcription of Bergen-op-zoom. 


Bergen-op-zoom literally ſignifies the Hill upon the 
Zoom. The Dutch Word Zoom ſignifies a Hem or 
Seam, and metaphorically a Border or Boundary; 
this Place being on a Lake ſo called, which di- 
vides Zealand and Brabant. The Town is fituated 
on an Eminence in the middle of a Morals, half a 
League from the Eaſtern Branch of the Scheld, 
with which it has a Communication by a Navigable 
Canal; and is fo ſtrong by Nature as well as Art, 
that this, if any Place, may be look'd on as Im- 
pregnable. By its advantageous Situation, it not 
only ſecures the Communication between Holland 
and Zealand, but opens the Dutch a Way into 
Brabant whenever they pleaſe, through which they 
have formerly made Excurſions into the Heart of 
that Country. | 
The Marquiſate of Bergen- op- zoom (which had 
anciently only the Title ot Lordſhip, taken Anno 
1287, out of that of Breda) was erected by the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth, in Favour of Antonio de 
Glimes his Favourite, Anno 1553; ſince which. it 
has deſcended by Heirs Female to the preſent E- 
lector Palatine, who is in ſome ſort Sovereign of 
it, but holds it as a moving Fief of the Dutchy of 
Brabant, and does Homage for it to the ſupreme 
Council of Brabant held at the Hague; and the 
States-General have a Right to keep a Garriſon 
: there, 


(vi) 


there, ſor the Security of their Frontier. The 


Territory is about thirty Miles. long, i. e. from 

North to South; its Breadth from Eaſt to Weſt 
about eighteen : And its Revenue to the Elector 
between eighty and ninety Thouſand Florins per 
Ann. However the Intereſts of the Mortgages 
made by his Predeceſſors, with the Salaries of Of- 
ficers, amount to near two Thirds of it, if not 
more. 

The Town is not large, nor near ſo conſidera- 
ble as formerly, when it had a very great Trade, 
a Hall or Staple for Cloth, a Quarter for the 
Engliſb Merchants, which is ill called the Engliſb 
Street, and another publick Building for the Hanſe 
Merchants. The publick Buildings are not much 

admired, except the Church of St. Lambert, and 
the Marquis s Palace. The former was a ver. 
large magnificent Structure of hewn Stone; but tis 
now deſtroyed by the French Bombs, as is indeed 
all the reſt of the Town. The Streets, in Num- 
ber twenty, were well built, and the Market Places 
ſpacious, Before the Siege the Town conſiſted of 
about eleven Hundred and fifty Houſes, beſides 


five Squares; and the Number of Inhabitants not 


leſs than ſeven Thouſand ; out of which are raiſed 
four Companies of Burghers, commanded by a 
Captain with proper Officers. fo 34 
The famous Engineer Coehoorne was on the 
earneſt Repreſentations of William III, King of 
England, employed by the States-General to exert 
his Skill in fortifying this Place; who conſidering 
the Strength of its Situation, and its. many natural 


Advantages, reſolved to make it impregnable, at 


leaſt as far as lay in his Power. "Theſe natural 
Advantages were, firſt, that the Place ſtood flat; 
that is not overlook*d by any riſing Ground, or, 
in the Engineer's Phraſe, not commanded by a 


Eminence, Secondly, great Part of the e. 
round, 
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round, as I ſaid before, is a Moraſs, and, conſe- 
quently, inacceſſible. Thirdly,” by Means of the 
River. Scheld, cover'd by a good Fort, which af- 
fords a ſure Protection to two Havens, called the 
Old and New Harbours, the Place at every Side can 
be relieved and ſupplied with all manner of Neceſ- 
fries by Sea, in ſpite of the Beſiegers. Laſtly, 
there are Sluices, by which the Garriſon' can at any 
Time fill the Ditches with, and lay a great Part 
of the Country under Water, which muſt prodi- 
giouſly obſtruct the Progreſs of the Siege. 

The great Engineer before- named, found him- 
ſelf oblig'd, by the Situation and Extent of the 
Place, to make it an irregular “ Fortification. 
The Rampart which ſurrounds the Place (and 
which is about a League in Circumference) is flank- 
ed by ten Baſtions, which are covered by five 
Hornworks: The Intervals are ſecured by twenty- 
one Ravelins, or halt Moons, which are again co- 
vered by very ſtrong Places of Arms, built of 

Stone, called Lunettes. Beſides all theſe Works 
and Outworks, that Part of the Fortification, on 
the Side of Antwerp, which is moſt expoſed, is 
again covered with a very large and ſtrong halt 
Moon joining a fortified Place, called Kyk-en-de- 
Pot, ſtrengthened by ſome good Redoubts furniſh'd 
with Cannon: This was an old Fortification, 
ſtrengthened and improved by Coeboorne. At the 
Entrance of the old Harbour was a Fort called 
Noordſchants, now ruined. The Entrance of the 
new Harbour is protected by a regular Fort of five 
Baſtions, called Zuydſchants, fo ſituated as to cover 
both Entrances. On the Side of Steenbergen are 
the three very ſtrong Forts of Moermont, Pinſen, 
and Rover, with a well-fortified Line extended to 
vo N | the 


8 That is, not in the Form of any Mathematical Figure, to 
which by the Rules of Fortification, every Maſter is oblig'd to 
conform if the Place will permit. | | 
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undation reaching to Steenbergen. On the Eaſt is 
another Inundation formed by the Waters of the 
Scheld and the Zoom, which renders the Country on 


that Side alſo marſhy and inacceſſible. But beyond 
every thing elſe there is one Circumſtance which 


contributes greatly towards rendering this Place 
ſtronger than almoſt any other, viz. The Fortifi- 
cations, inſtead of riſing. above, are funk beneath 


the Level; fo that except Part of the Parapat of the 
Rampart, nothing appears to the Beſiegers; and, 
conſequently, their Batteries cannot effect the Place, 


till ſuch time as they are able to erect them on the 
Ruins of the Glacis. In fine, it may very well be 
ſaid, that Bergen-op-zoom is as effectually covered 
and defended on every Side, as the Inhabitants can, 


in the Nature of Things, either expect or defire. 
The Fortifications of this Place we reckoned to be 


Coe boorne s Maſter-piece : This ingenious Gentle- 
man was — to the States of Hol- 
land. 

Ber ges- op· aum was beſſ ieged in vain by the Prince 
of Parma, in the Year 1558 ; and again in 1622, 


by the Marquis Spinola, who was obliged to aban- 


don the Siege, after loſing between ten and eleven 
thouſand Men before the Place. This Town is 


about eighteen Miles to the Weſtward of Breds, | 


and as many almoſt North of —_—— 
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the __ mentioned Fort, adjoined to which is an In- 
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JOURNAL 


Of the SIEGE of 


BERGE N-O P-ZOOM, 


By the Troops of his moſt Chriſtian Maielty | 
commanded by Count Low EN DAHL, 
Anno . 4 


Bergen-op-t00m, Fuly 12, N. S. 

DARCY HIS Day we received Advice from 
the Hague, that on Sunday Evening 
of T 491 laſt, his Serene Highneſs the Prince 


Stadtholder allembled the Council of 
State, upon certain Advice, that the 


very Evening after the late Battle (at Val) the 


French had detached a large Body of Troops to- 
wards Antwerp, from whence it might reaſonably be 
ſuſpected, that an Attempt either on Breda or Ber- 

en- op- oom was intended. We were alſo certainly 
informed that upon this Intelligence, Orders had 
been ſent to moſt of the Troops in and about theſe 
Provinces, immediately to join the Corps under 
Prince Saxe Hildburghauſen, who is at preſent reti- 
red within the Lines near this Place. We are told 
likewiſe, that Orders are come to cut the Dy kes in 
our e and, leſt the Enemy ſhould 
C attempt 


attempt any thing againſt be the Inundati- 
ons about that Town will be compleated to Night. 
The Alarm, on receiving this diſagreeable News, 
was not however very great, we having long ex- 
a Viſit from the Enemy, who we hope and 
believe will not ſo cafily accompliſh their Defigns 
upon us, as they have upon too may of our 
Neighb ours. 

July 13, This Morning, at One o Clock, came 
Advice that the French, under Count rue "oo 
had attacked the Fort of Sandoliet; (which is but 
ten Miles diſtance from us) that he was laying the 


Place in Ruins with his Bombs, with which he plied 


them with inexpreſſible Fury; and that it was im- 
ſible for the Garriſon to hold out twenty-four 
ours. - At Nine in the Morning we had Letters 
from Breda, intimating, that the Enemy began to 
overſpread the Country on that Side, 3 and 


depopulating all before them: That "their Officers 


ſhewed no Mercy in levying Contributions; ſo that 
that Town was already crowded with. F armers and 
Boors, fled thither for Shelter with their Families and 
beſt Effects, from the Rage of an Enemy breath- 
ing nothing but Deſtruction. At Noon we heard 
from Bois. le- duc, that the Enemies Parties had ap- 
e in the Neighbourhood of that Place, and 
had actually taxed the little Town of Eyndboven 
at four thouſand Rations of Hay, and as cy of 
Oats, each of fifteen Pounds Weight, which they | 
are to bring immediately into the King's Magazine, 
on Pain of military Execution. The Alarm now 
begun ro increaſe in Bergen, eſpecially in the So | 
ing, when we knew for a Cettainty, that the 
| Sandvliet '* was fallen into Towendabl s Hands, 
WhO 


done by Lillß allo, 


bas © ſmall but i important Fort on the Schild, about half Way © by 
betwixt Bergen-op 240m and Antaverp. Its Situation made it-ab- = . 
ſolutely matey for Low (ndabl to reduce i its As he ought to have 


ſtaken. 


„„ 


ho had abſolutely 4 the Place in Ruins: How- 
ever, the Garriſon had; the good Fortune, by re- 
tiring in the Night, to 894 Elated with his 


ſpeedy Reduction of this Place, he gives out, that 


with the Corps under his Command, he will under- 
take not only to reduce Fort Lillo, as well as 
Sandvliet, but Bergen- op- com alſo,” with a propor- 
tionable Rapidity: But, with regard to the laſt 
named Place, we hope he will find himſelf mi- 


July 14, Arrived in che Lines four Battalions 
om luſhing. The Corps under Prince Saxe Hild. 
burghauſen, with the Garriſon in the Town, and 
theſe four Battalion, make up eighteen thouſand ef- 
fectiye Men. This Morning came Advice, that 
the Villages of Bujl and Maris, as well as Zynd- 
hoven, had been laid under Contribution. I men- 


tion this as remarkable on this Account; - viz. 


theſe. three Places, which are Part of the Domaines 
of the Prince of Orange, are the only Places of all 
the Diſtrict of Bois-le- duc, which have been laid 
under Contribution: The Enemy have alſo re- 
quired of theſe Villages a certain Number of La- 
bourers to mend the Road between Eyndbaven and 
Bois-le-duc. Mean time the Domaines of the Suc- 
ceſſion of Orange divided to the King of Pruſſia 


have nothing to fear, having a Safe-guard given 
them. Its affured, that the French will every where 


have the ſame Regard to the Poſſeſſions of his Pru/- 
ian Majeſty, though they meet with them in the 
Heart of the Republick. About Four this After- 
noon the Town was flung into a freſh Conſterna- 
tion, on the Approach of the Van of Count Low- 
endabl's Army: However, every thing was now 


ready to give them a warm Welcome, whenever 


they ſhould pleaſe to ſignify their Errand by begin- 
ning the Attack, Within two Hours more the 


_ Groſs of the Enemy game up, and immediately 


C 2 began 
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n 
began to open their Trenches, which they com: 
pleated that very Night. But notwithſtanding the 


| formidable Reports that had been ſpread among us 
of theſe Troops and their General, our Garriſon, 


being amply provided with every thing neceſſary, 
were as eager to receive the French, as theſe laſt 
were to advance, In fine, all the Inhabitants in 
general ſoon recovered their Spirits, and fuch an 
Alacrity and promiſing Zeal for its Defence, was 


diffuſed through all the Town, as gave us 2 very 8 


cNcOUraging Omen of the Iſſue of the enſuing 
Siege. 
Fuly 15, Laſt Night could hardly be called 


Night with us. No body went to Bed: The Gar- 


riſon and Burghers remained under Arms all Night. 


About Nine in the Morning, the Enemy began to 
attack us in Form, having erected ſeveral Batteries 


on the Side of the Gate of Woſe; upon which we 
played with our Cannon from the Ramparts, with 
tolerable Succeſs. We alſo erected a Battery of 
Mortars in one of the Outworks on that Side, which 
did the Enemy ſome Miſchief, In the Evening, 
General Cronſtrom ordered a Sally from the Kyk-en- 


de-pot Side, which we executed with all imaginable 
Bravery and Succeſs. The French were amazed to 


ſee us come out to viſit them ſo ſoon ; nevertheleſs, 
to do them Juſtice, they defended their Works re- 
ſolutely for a long Time; but could not prevent 


our ruining and filling up a great Part of them: 


We alſo killed them near three hundred Men, and 
took two hundred and fifty Priſoners, ho were 


ſent to Bois-le-duc the next Day. | 
On the 16th, one of our Bombs from the Bat- 


tery above-mentioned, falling into one of the Ene- 


mies advanced Poſts, in which they had thirteen 
Men and one Officer, every one of them were Kkil- 


led by it. 
On 
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On the 17th, the French attacked us with very 
great Vigour, and, mauger all our Endeavours to 


the contrary, took Poſt on the Foot of the Glacis: 
Mean time we fired briſkly upon them with our 


Cannon and Mortars, and more than once dif. 


mounted their Batteries, within the three firſt Days 
after their opening the Trenches, We were indeed 
ſomewhat ſurprized at Count Lowendah!/'s plying 
us ſo ſuddenly with Bombs and red-hot Bullets, 

which ſoon did us a great deal of Miſchief. Our 
grand and beautiful Church, with the Marquis's Pa- 


lace, moſt of the other elevated Buildings, and a 


great Number of Houſes were quickly burnt and 
deſtroyed. Nor was it till it was too Jate, that we 
perceived our Error in neglecting to take up the 
Pavements in the Streets, which might have pre- 


vented much of the Damage from the Bombs. But 


notwithſtanding the prodigious Concern which the 


Inhabitants could not but feel on ſeeing their Town 


deſtroyed; yet, on the other hand, it ſomewhat re- 


vived their Spirits, that the Enemy made but little 


Progreſs towards taking the Place. By this time 
the Town, purſuant to Orders given on the 14th, 


was entirely evacuated of uſeleſs Hands; very few 


ſickly People, Women and Children being ſuf- 
fered to remain in it. Moreover, a Gallows was 


erected in the Town, by Order of his Serene High- 


neſs the Prince Stadtholder, and a Declaration was 
= publickly read, ſetting forth, that ſuch of the Gar- 
= riſon as ſhould be found guilty of Cowardice or 


other Inſtances of Miſbzhaviour, ſhould, without 


Ceremony, be hung up in Terrorem : At the ſame 
Time, however, great Rewards and Encouragements 
were propoſed to ſuch as diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by their Bravery, and a diligent Diſcharge of their 
Duty. The ſame Encouragements and Menaces 
were alſo publiſhed by General Cronſtrom among 
the Troops in the Lines. It was hourly expected 

nat 


r 
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the Town; and that in all they had not loſt leſs 
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that theſe Lines would have been attacked by the 
Enemy, as we could not imagine that the latter 
could think of taking the Town without diſlodging 


the former, whoſe Situation * made it impoſſible to 
inveſt the Place. 


The Town being already almoſt ruined, the Inha- 
bitants had nothing further to fear for their Effects: 


All the Danger they could now apprehend reſpect- 
ing only their Perſons, they were unanimouſly re- 


ſolved to periſh in the Place rather than yield, 
Revenge glowing in the Breaſt of every true Dutch- 


man, and, if poſſible, a greater Deſire to ruin the 


French Army, than even to ſave the Town: Be- | 


ſides, not a few were agitated by a laudible En- 
thuſiaſm, a Zeal for the Honour of the Place, which 
their Forefathers had never ſuffered to be taken, and 
therefore the preſent Race could not, without incur- 
ring the diſhonourable Reproach of degenerating 
from the Bravery of their Anceſtors. —This Night 
we made a Sally, with Deſign to ruin the Ene- 
mies Batteries ; but this Time we had not the ſame 
Succeſs as before ; for after ſeveral deſperate Puſhes, 
wherein the Loſs was pretty equal on both Sides, 
we were obliged to retreat without gaining one 
Point: We had near eighty Men killed, and as 
many wounded. _ | | 
Next Day, viz. the 18th, our Artillery had the 
better of the Enemy, and filenced two of their Bat- 
teries. A Deſerter coming in informed us, that the 
French dropped very faſt by the Cannon- ſhot from 


than 


* Theſe Lines were on the Zealand Side the Town, almoſt 


oppoſite the Ny. en · de-· pot Side, where the French at firſt made 
moſt of their Attacks. They were defended on the one Side by 


the Town, and the fortified Line communicating from thence 
to the Camp; on the other Side, by the Inundation of Szeem 


Bergen, in Front by the Forts Rover, Pinſen and Moormont ; in 


Rear by the Scheld. 
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than three thouſand Men killed, including thoſe 
that fell in the. Sallies, beſides Priſoners and Wound» 


ed. Many People were killed in the Streets by 


the Bombs this Day, as indeed were ſeveral on 
the fixteenth and ſeventeenth, Lowendabl's neg- 
lecting, hitherto, to attack Lillo“, gave us great 
Hopes that he would not, after all, attempt any 
thing againſt that Fortreſs 3 which, by the way, we 
could not account for, for as it commands the Na- 
vigation of the Scheld, ſo it may prevent the Ene- 
my from ſending down any Proviſions or Muniti- 


ons by Water from Antwerp to their beſieging 


Camp. Had he taken this Place, he had not only 
ſecured a ſpeedier, but a ſafer Paſſage for his Supe 
plies than by Land, where his Convoys muſt fre- 


quently be expoſed to Danger, and which he could 


never imagine would be able to paſs without large 
Exams. 5 

On the 19th, arrived in the Lines eight Com- 
panies of Soldiers from Zealand; and in the Town 
ſeveral Engineers, Engliſb and Germans, from the 


Allied Army at Maeſtricht, This Day the French 


; having finiſhed a Parallel from the Sea on one Side, 
to the Caufey of Woſe on the other, we every 


Moment expected a freſh Storm of red-hot Bullets 
from three Batteries of Cannon, beſides two of 
Mortars; but they remained pretty quiet all Day, 
-and the Night following. Fm the nexc 
Day they ſent us a dreadful Shower of theſe fiery 
Meſſengers, which quite compleated the Demoli- 
tion of the Church, and a great Number of Houſes 

| that 


Lillo, a ſmall but ſtrong Fortreſs, cloſe by the River Scheld, 
four Miles South of Sandvliet, about half Way between that 
Place and Antwerp, It was built by the Citizens of Antwerp, 
to ſecure the Navigation of the Sche/d ; but hap 
into the Hands of the Dutch, they do, by: this and ſome other 
Forts obſtruct the Trade to that City whenever they pleaſe, and 
2 the Shipping to pay Cuſtom as they come up che 

ver. | 


\ 


pening to fall 
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that had not been hurt before. In return we plied 
them with our Bombs and Cannon, which damaged 
their Works not a little, and killed many of their 
People, as they did not a few of ours. In fine, the 
Siege now became very bloody, and promiſed to be 
yet more ſo. The more the Enemy endeavou- 


red to become Maſters of the Town, the more re- 


ſolute were the Inhabitants and Garriſon in Defence 
of it ; and our Engineers daily give us very good 
Proofs of their Abilities Among our. Cannoneers 


are four who deſerted from Count Lywwendabl, and 
who ſerve the Batteries in a moſt diſtinguiſhed 


Manner. . 5 
On the 21ſt, our four Engineers, Deſerters from 


had certain Magazines of Bombs and Powder, the 


Bombs of the Garriſon were directed thither, and 


that with ſuch Succeſs, that in a ſhort Time thoſe 


Magazines were ſet on fire and deſtroyed. In Re- 


venge, che Enemy attacked us the very Night fol- 
jowing. Their Attempt was entirely upon the 
Fort Kyk-en-de-pot, where they met with ſo warm 
a Reſiſtance, that, after an obſtinate Diſpute, they 
were obliged to retreat with great Loſs. The next 


Morning Count Lowendabl ſent to demand a Suſ- 
penſion of Arms, in order to bury the Dead; but 
our Governor ſent him Word, That if he had 
& attacked the Place in a more generous Manner, 
cc and with more Humanity, his Demand would 
ec have been certainly complied with, according to 
«£ Cuſtom ; but as he had begun the Siege like a 


c mere Incendiary *, and by ſetting * and 
„ deftroying 


® One Reaſon why Count Loxwendahl! began the Siege with 


throwing Bombs and red-hot Bullets into the Town, was doubt- 


leſs in Hopes of ſaving Time; foreſeeing, that in the ordinary 
Way of carrying on a Siege, he might find it a tedious Job: 
Eſpecially, as the Communication was open both by Sea and 


from che Lines. : 


the Enemy, having ſhewed us where the Beſiegers ö 


En Fd ĩð ⁵ði Es, ins at. 19 oh 
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60 deſtroying the City, a Reſolution bad been talen 
„neither to demand of nor grant to him any Sul- 
« penſion of Arms.“ — This Anſwer, as we were 
ſoon after informed by Priſoners, cauſed a good 
deal of Murmuring among the French Soldiers, 
who clamoured ſeverely againſt their General, on 
account of his arbitrary Manner of carrying on the 
Siege, without any regard to his Troops, who, 


they ſaid, were put upon deſperate Service, and cut 
to Pieces without even the Hopes of having their 


Bodies depoſited in the Earth, but to lie rotting by 
Thouſands like dead Dogs before the Fortifications. 
But if the Caſe of thoſe who were killed out- right 
was thought hard, how much harder was it with 
thoſe poor Wretches, who being wounded ſo as 
neither to be able to help themſelves, nor yet being 
helped by their Fellows, were left among Heaps of 
lain, to die by degrees, and in the greateſt Miſery 
and Torture. Many of theſe unfortunate Creatures 


we daily ſaw from the Ramparts, and frequently 


heard their doleful Cries, but could not in Prudence 
relieve them, though Humanity pleaded hard in 
their behalt. We could indeed, ſometimes, have 
releaſed not a few of theſe fad Objects from their 
Torments, by ſhooting them dead out- right; but this 
would not have anſwered our Purpoſe ſo well, 
which was to intimidate our Enemies in their At- 
tacks, by the dreadful Fate of their Cotnrades : 
Beſides, it was not our Buſineſs to expend ſo much 


of our Ammunition on thoſe we had already over- 


come, when it was ſo probable we ſhould have Oc- 
caſion for all we had, and more than all, to defend 
ourſelves. This Day the Fire of the Beſiegers was 
greatly diminiſhed, and did us no Damage. In 
ſhort, we found that they began to deſpair of ſuc- 
ceeding in their Enterprize, though they expected 
great Reinforcements. The Troops which the 
Count firſt brought before the Town have al- 

D rene 
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ready been augmented to thirty thouſand Men, of 
which they have loft about five thouſand before the 
Place: Our Loſs does not as yet amount to above 
ſix hundred Men: It is remarkable, that we have 
not loſt above three Men by Deſertion. But let 
me not forget to do Juſtice to our noble and va- 
liant General, the Baron de Cronſtrom *, whoſe in- 
defatigable Diligence in giving his Orders, and 
diſcharging all the Duties of his important Truſt, 
can never be enough commended. Next to the 
Confidence we repoſe in the Activity, Skill, and 


4 Bravery of this excellent Officer, the Preſence of 

F. that great Patriot, Poet, and Orator, M. Van 

4 Haaren. contributes not a little to keep us in Spi- 

F rits. M. Verelſt alſo diſtinguiſhes himſelf by his 

4 Zeal, and the Pains he takes to encourage the In- 
4 habitants, moſt of whoſe Houſes being demoliſhed, &# 
Y and the reſt likely ſoon to be ſo, their Diſtreſs 
W cannot be greater, and therefore they only think of 
1 defending the Place to the laſt Extremity. It is 9 
4 ſurprizing that Count Lowendahl, who has hitherto © 
4 been eſteemed a good Commander, ſhould fo raſhly 

'F fall to bombarding and burning the Town, al- 
F moſt the very Moment of his Arrival before it! 
* Doubtleſs he imagined that by this Proceeding he 
n ſhould immediately have put the principal Inhabi- | 
. tants upon forcing the Garriſon to ſurrender; (for 
+ he has found this Method ſucceſsful in ſome former 
1 Inſtances) but this produced a quite contrary Ef- 
1 fect; whereas if he had ſpared the Place, and ad- 
lt hered to the uſual Methods, the Beſieged might have 
y N deen kept in Suſpence, and his Threats of bom- 
oh barding and burning might have intimidated them 

1 5 | | more, 

[ * 'The Baron has been a General Officer above ſorty Years, 


AW 


and commanded the Body of Auxiliaries ſent to Exgland in 1715. 

| It is amazing that this worthy old Officer, who is fo alert and 
| active, and who diſcharges his Duty with ſo much Facility, is 
ſo deaf, as hardly to hear a Cannon fired cloſe by him. 
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mote, and conſequently been of greater Service to 
him, than thoſe Barbarities, which only ſerved to 
enrage the People, make them deſperate, and in- 
ſpire them with an infatiable Thirſt of Revenge. 
July 22, This Day the Enemy ſpent in vigo- 


ouſly carrying on the Approaches both againſt the 


Gate of Woſe and Kyk-en-de-pot ;, but not with any 
great Succeſs, ſo warmly were they oppoſed from 
the Ramparts and the laſt named Fort. Our Bat- 
teries were continually playing upon them, and 
among others we have killed ſeveral of the Ene- 
mies beſt Engineers. 

The 23d paſſed much as the preceding Day; but 
on the 24th the Enemy made a furious Attack upon 


Steenbergen at the Head of the Lines. The Diſpute 


was for ſome Time very obſtinate; but at laſt the 


Aſſailants were obliged to retire with the Loſs of 


above 300 Men killed. 

Next Day the Enemy were pretty quiet z but our 
Artillery was not ſo, and many of their People 
were killed by our Shot; as we were continually 
informed by Deſerters, who kept dropping in fre- 


\ quently from Morning till Night. 


On the 26th the Beſiegers received a Reinforos⸗ 
ment, but of how many Men we could not certain- 
ly learn: However, all the Deſerters that came 
over to us this Day agreed in fixing the Number 
of Lowendabl's Army at 35,000 Men. 

On the 27th Prince Waldec ſent us Word that 
we might ſuddenly expect him in the Lines with a 
ſtrong Reinforcement ; he having hitherto happily 
eluded the Attempts of the Enemy to cut him off. 
This Day the Beſiegers opened Trenches before the 


Forts Rover and Pilſen, in the Front of the Lines, 


in order to form a Fegular Attack on both Forts at 
Once, 
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Workmen, without affecting our People. Not a 
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Next Day the Enemy endeavoured to ſap the 
Glacis towards the Polygon de Coehoorne ; f but 
were driven from their Works with conſiderable 
Loſs : Nevertheleſs, the next Day they carried their 
Trenches almoſt to the Paliſadoes of the Out-works 
of Fort Rover. Hereupon the Britiſh Regiment of 
Highlanders, commanded by Lord 7obn Murray, 
ſallied out of that Fort, drove the French from 
their Works with great Slaughter, deſtroyed their 
Works, and came off with only nine Men of their 
own Party killed and wounded, The Havock theſe 
Highlanders made among the French was fo great, 
that the latter beat a Parley to bury their Dead, 
which was refuſed them. 

On the goth we had Advice that the Auſirian 


Huſſars had taken a Courier diſpatched by Count 


Lowendabl to the French King, with Diſpatches im- 
Porting that if he was not ſpeedily reinforced, his 
Army would be ruined, and he ſhould be obliged 
to raiſe the Siege. This Intelligence gave us great 
Encouragement. No body now ſeemed to enter- 
tain the leaſt Apprehenſion for the Place; in De- 
fence of which every thing is carried on with the 
greateſt Order, Coolneſs and Regularity, tho' con- 
tinually batter'd with the moſt infernal Artillery in 


the World, and almoſt deafned with the rattling of 


Cannon and Mortars. Our Batteries keep a conti- 


nual firing to prevent the Enemies burying their 


Dead. which, as they lie in Heaps at the Head of 
their Trenches, are a conſtant Nuiſance to their 


L Day 
* The Word Glacis ſignifies in general a little eaſy Deſcent, 
but is particularly uſed for the ſloping Bank which reaches from 
the Parapet of the Counterſcarp or Dotered-Way, to the Level 
of the Field. | 1 5 Y 
+ A Polygon is a Spot of Ground having many Sides or 


Avgles fortified according to the Rules, That here ſpoken of 


is called the Po/ygon de Cocboorne, from that famous Engineer 
who conſtructed it. - 
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Day paſſes but there is ſome Mutiny among their 
Soldiers, who refuſe to do Duty in the midſt of ſo 
horrible a Stench; and yeſterday Count Lowendahl 
was obliged to repair to the Head of the Parallel, 
with his Guards, to quell the Workmen, and force 


them _ on; and was himſelf near ſuffering 


Marſhal Berwick's Fate, by ſeveral Shot from one 
of our Batteries of heavy Cannon on our Ramparts, 
which killed ſeveral Men within a few Yards of 


him. — This Day arrived in Town a Company of 


Volunteers; who afterwards did brave Service, 


Auguſt 1, The Enemy made another Attack on 


Fort Rover, but were quickly repulſed, The next 


Day they not only attacked the fame Fort again, 


but Fort Pinſen alſo at the ſame Time. However 


they met with no better Succeſs to-day than they 


did yeſterday. But notwithſtanding their great Loſs 
in theſe two Attacks, they again attempted Fort 
Rover on the 3d, and with the ſame ill Luck. Yer 


did not theſe ſucceſſive Repulſes prevent them from 


carrying on their Approaches againſt the ſame Forts 
on the 4th. But now the Troops from the Lines 


ſallied out, repulſed the French, drove them to a 


great Diſtance, with conſiderable Loſs, deſtroyed 
their Works, overturned one of their Batteries, 
nailed up two Pieces of Cannon, and brought two 
away. All this Time we kept a ſmart Fire from 
the Town, and our Artillery being extremely well 
ſerved and pointed, did great Execution, It was 
computed that we fired, upon an Average, 53, ooo 


Shot in every twenty-four Hours, By this Time 


we were well aſſured that the Beſiegers had not loſt 
leſs than 8000 Men, Yeſterday the firſt Column of 
the Succours under Prince Waldeck arrived in the 
Lines; where at the ſame the Count de Gronsfeldt 


Diepenbroek, Lieutenant-Colonel of one of the Ba- 
_ varian Regiments, was killed by a Cannot-ſnot. 
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Auguſt 5, We received a freſh Recruit of Men 
for the Train from on board the Exgliſb Squadron 
under Com. Muchell, from whom we have received 
continual Aſſiſtance ever ſince the Beginning of the 
Siege. We have not yet Joſt by Deſertion more 


than ſix Men, while above 2000 have deſerted from 


the Beſiegers. They continue to fire briſkly upon 
us from their Batteries, on which they have eighty 
Pieces of Cannon, and forty Mortars ; but all theſe 


have as yet made no conſiderable Progreſs towards 
taking the Town, 


Auguſt 6, The Enemy had worked themſelves 


in at four different Places very near the Paliſadoes 
belonging to the Covered-Way of the Town. How- 


ever eighty of our Volunteers found Means to ſlip 
behind one of their Batteries of four twenty-four 


Pounders, and nailed them up without the Loſs of 


a Man. - Inſtead of theſe four Pieces of Ordnance, 
the Enemy planted on the ſame Battery (which they 
had repaired, our Men not having Time enough to 
ruin it entirely) two Pieces twelve Pounders. Theſe 


the Night following were brought off into the Town 


by the very ſame eighty gallant Volunteers. This 
ſo exaſperated Count Lowendabl, that he cauſed the 
French Officer who commanded at this Battery, to 
be hanged the very next Day upon it. 

On the 5th we received a Reinforcement of 
Gunners from England; who have ſince done Won- 
ders, This Morning we began to be apprehenſive 
of a Shock, the Enemy having made a conſiderable 


' Progreſs in their Sap * at Coeboorne's Baſtion, Our 


_ Miners 


* The Sap is a deep Trench carried far into the Ground, de- 


ſcending by Steps from the Top to the Bottom. It is carried on 
in a ſtrait Line, directly pointing from the Work of the Be- 


ſiegers towards the Saillant Angle of the Fortification to be at- 


tacked: It is commonly fix Foot deep, and broad enough to 
admit two Men in Front. When this fort of Work is begun, 
the Battalions that mount the French every Day are called over, 


and 
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(23) 
| Miners were alſo hard at Work, in order to blow 
up the Enemy the next cloſe Attack; but were 
not ſo forward as the Beſiegers. About Noon they 
ſprung a Mine under the Saillant Angle of the 
Covered Way facing Coeboorne's Baſtion 3 which 
done, they attacked the ſame with ſo much Vigour, 
that they forced themſelves to the Covered- Way, in 
ſpite of the prodigious Reſiſtance made by our 
People, who now ſuffered more than they had done 
in any Action ſince the Commencement of the 
Siege. However, after a bloody, tho' not very 
long Diſpute, we drove them from the Covered- 
Way with prodigious Slaughter; for they had not 
leſs than 1500 Men killed in this Attack : Our 
Loſs amounted to 387. During the Conflict the 
Garriſon ſprung a Mine, which blew up two entire 
Companies of the Enemies Grenadiers, of the Re- 
giment of Normandy, and about go Men alſo of 
the ſame Regiment, Nevertheleſs, tho? fo terribly 
| repulſed at Coehoorne's Baſtion, the French found 
Means to make a Lodgment on the Covered- Way 
near the Baſtion of Zealand, where they maintained 
themſelves. | Wy pe 
On the 8th, four of our Volunteers carried a 
Couple of our Bombs over the Glacis, and rolled 
them down into the Enemies Sap at the Baſtion of 
Coeboorne ; from whence we perceived a few Men 
come running out, and as Part of the Top blew 


up, 


and the Engineer who has the Direction informs them that he 
wil give ſo much a Yard to thoſe who work in the Sa p; and as 
there are not many that can work there at a Time, there are 
commonly enough to accept the Propoſal; tho? the Price is not 
very high, it may be a Crown or more, according to the Danger 
to which they are expoſed. The Sappers are. coveted with 
Faſcines, upon which they throw Earth and raw Hides; and 
they have either Sacks of Wool or Mantlets before them. They 
advance alſo on the Sides of the Sap Mantlets or Sacks of Wool 
or of Earth; behind which are potted ten or twelve Grenadiers 
with large long Guns to ſupport the Sappers, and to fire upon 
the Enemy as they appear on the Covered- Way, 
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(24) 
„and the Gabions were ſeen bring very faſt, 
we doubted not but the Bombs had done 2064 Set- 
vice. Twelve Men with Grenadoes ſuſtained the 


ſaid Volunteers, and none received any Hurt. This 
Day little was done by the Enemy, fave what they 
did towards repairing their damaged Works. In 


the Evening arrived near the Lines the Corps un- 
der General Schwartzemberg, (late under Prince 
Waldeck, who has reſigned, after conducting with 
great Skill and Expedition this Body of Forces 


from the main Army to Dutch Brabant) and the 


ſame Night was joined by all the Cavalry in the 
Lines, which made his Force conſiſt of 20 Batta- 
lions and 32 Squadrons. 

On the gth, the Lieutenant - Geberit Baron 
Schwartzemberg, in Purſuance of a Deſign con- 
certed between him and Baron Cronſ rom (which 
was to attack M. de Lowendabl's Corps on all 


Sides) fell upon the Enemy in Flank, while the 


Troops in the Lines and the Town did (or rather 
ſhould have done) the ſame in Front, But this 
Enterprize miſcarried, partly from the want of our 
General's timely acting in. Concert, (for Schwarlz- 
emberg beginning the Attack by Seven O'Clock in 
the Morning, was repulſed before the others were 
ready) and partly by the Strength of the Enemies 
Intrenchments. The Liecutenant-General returned 


to his Camp about Nine o'Clock, with the Loſs of 
about 100 Men. However this Affair produced 


one good Effect; for it ſecured the Junction of 
General Baroniai, Sho unmoleſted brought us 6000 
Light Horſe : The Reaſon of this was the Alarm 
in Lowendah]'s Camp, which occaſioned his recall. 
ing the Count de St. Germain, who was ſent out 


with a Detachment of 8000 Men to intercept Ba- 


roniai. 
On the 1oth, the Garriſon received a Reinforce- 


ment of three Regiments from the Lines, This 
| Day 
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Day the Enemy ſprung ſeveral Mines, one of 
which blew up a Part ef the Grand Gallery of 
the Counterſcarp, * .communicating with all the 
Works. However, on the 11th we were eyen., 
with them, for we ſprung four Mines with great 
Succeſs, killing many of their Men, and, in fine, 

depriving them of all the Advantage they expected 
from the damaging our Gallery the Day before. 
On the 12th we ſprung two Mines with equal 
Succeſs, doing much Damage to the Enemies 
Works. This Day they entirely abandoned their 
Attack on the Redoubt called N. en- de- pot. Tho? 
there had been ſuch terrible conflicting between the 
HBeſiegers and the Town for ſeveral Days paſt, yet 
= every thing was carried on with the greateſt Har- 
mony and good Order betwixt the Garriſon and 
the Town's-People, and the ſtricteſt Diſcipline ima - 
ginable was obſerved by the Soldiers, who never 
took the leaſt Advantage of the Hurry and Buſtle 

inſeparable from ſuch a State as the Town was then 


Point of Subſiſtence we fare - 


A Couuterſcarp is properly the Slope of the Moat which 
faces tlie Body of the Place. but the Won is frequently, as in 

the preſent Caſe, uſed for the Covert- Way and Glacis. ö 

_ The Gallery is a Paſſage made aeroſs the Ditch, of a Town, „ 
ap with Timbers faſtened on the Ground, and Planks laid over 
1 them covered with Earth, This Word is alſo uſed: ſometimes | 
5 or the Branch of a Mine. Co 
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(46) 
much better than the Beliegets ; during Bread, Beek, 
Fiſh, Batter, Cheeſe, Tobacco, and Spirits in 
abmidance. While our Enemies have not a Morſel 
of Bread, or ſo much as a Cup of Cold Water to 
Drink, beyond a ſeanty Allowance daily de- 
creafing. 

On the 1 zth vitived at Lowendab!"s Camp a 
great Number of Carts loaded with Pebbles. We 
had Advice that Count Clermont was on his March 
to join the Beſiegers with a large Reinforcement, 
This Day the Enemy abandoned their Attack upon 
Rover's Fort, as they hac done that upon the 


2 ſprung Woche Mine, in order tb damage 
ſome Meaſure aaſivcttd their Purpoſe, but at the 
ſame Fine it altnoſt deſtroyed one of their own 
Lodgments on the Over d- Way, and greatly da- 
maged another. | 

A 14, Little worth Notice was tranſatted 
eicher in che City or by the Befie In the E- 
vening the Garriſon received a Nadi et of 


three Regiments from the Lines. Peſerters continue 


to corfic in apace; and by them we are inform'd, 

that the Convoys and Supplies which the French 
afs continually ſending to Count Lotvendabl's 
Camp, are very frequently intercepted by the 


Huſſars and Irregulars of the Allies, who never 


fail to carry off conſiderable Booties, and Priſoners 
Fw the Bargain. 
On the 1 fth, at Night, | the. Beſiegets made an 
Attat — Lunette * of Zealand, and . 
wi 


* A Lunette i in Fortification (for the Word i is likewiſe aſed in 
Horfemanthip) is a ſmall Wotk conſiſting of two Faces making 
an Angle inwards, and two Saiflatit Angles or Sharp Points 
| 3 the Befiegers, the Rear of the Wotk reſpecting and ca- 

vering the Place; they are generally raiſed ey the Curtain. 
1— fall of Water, ſerving to diſpute the Paſſage of the 
Cn, 


great Gallery of the Counterſcarp, Which in 
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withſtanding they loſt at leaſt two Hundred Men 
by one of qur Mines, the ſpringing of which was 
extremely well-timed, . and-tho* they were ſeverely 
repulſed in two Aſſaults, which laſted all Night 
with a continual Fire from the Cannon and Muſke- 
try, yet being reinforced at Day-break,” they re- 
turned to the Charge with more Fury than ever, 

and, after ſeveral freſn Repulſes, they made a 
Lodgment on the Lunetie, we, however ſtill keep- 
ing Poſſeſſion of the Tambaur. Next Day we 
made prodigious Effotts to diſlodge the Enemy, 
ruined Part of their Works, and filled up others 
with Faſcines, but could not force them from their 
new Poſt: The. Conteſt, during this Affair from 
firſt to laſt was very bloody; and we loſt ſeveral 
brave Officers, and above two Hundred Men killed 
out- right, with at leaft three Hundred wounded. 
The French had not les than fix Hundred killed; 
and we made ſome Prifoners;; the Number of their 
wounded was to us uncertain, but muſt be very con- 
ſiderable. On this Occaſion our Heſian:Mercena- 
ries diſtinguiſh'd themſelves with Honour, and ſuf- 
fered not a little. This Day we had Advice from 

Maaſtricht, that yeſterday Morning at Day-break 
the Grand Army of France under Marſhal Saus ſet 
fire to their Camp; That about Five the King, the 
Marſhal, and the reſt of the general Officers 7 
to march, and at Noon the Whole of the Army 
arrived at St. Tron. That they decamped from 
thence this Morning, and continued their Rout by 
Tirlemant towards Louvain. Fhis Motion is faid 
to be owing. to repeated Couriers from Count 
Lowendahl; and the great Deſign of it that they 
might be at Hand to ſupport him. But leſt this laſt 
Step of the Enemies might alarm us, our Friends 
2. Maeſtricbt let us know: that their March was no 
booner known in the Camp of the Allies, than his 

Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumborlamd and 
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Marſhal Batbiani gave the neceſſa ry Orders for dif- 
poſing all Things for the March of their Forces, 
which in all Appearance would ſuddenly paſs the 
Maeſe, à great Detachment having already croſs'd 
that River, in order to obſerve the Enemy. And 
further, that if it ſhould appear that the Enemy 
actually did deſign to advance towards Bergen, the 
Army of the Allies would be able to arrive there 

as ſoon as they, if not before them, by continuing 


10 March on the Right of the Demar, and ſo 
directly to Hoogſiraten. This News filled us with 


great Expectations, and great Doubts; nevertheleſs 


we reſolved to perſiſt in our Duty, and, let what 


would happen, defend ourſelves to the Jaft Extre- 
mity, placing all our Confidence in Ged and the 
Juſtice of our Cauſe. In the Evening the Garriſon 
of Fort Rover made a furious and very ſucceſsful 


Sally, ſurprized thres of the Enemies Poſts, and WW 
put all to che Sword that they met with, except Ky 


about thirty Priſoners, who were every Man of 
them: wounded: On this Occaſion the brave Scotch 
Hig hlazders again diſtinguiſhed themſelves, cutting 
down all before them with their Broad Swords, 
and puſhing the lying Enemy TRAINS into thei 
own Trenches. 2 

On the 18th, in the Morning, a Party of: our 


1 Volunteers drove the French from the Palliſadoes, 


and deftroy?d the Works:they had there. At Noon 
the Enemy renewed their Attack upon Fort Rover; 
but with very little Effect, having only compleated 
one Battery of four Pieces of Cannon. At the 
ſame Time alſo they attack'd the Tanihviy of the 
Lunette of Zealand, but were gallantly repulſed 
by the Haſſian Troops, to whom alone the Defence 
thereof was entruſted. Being, however, reinforced; 

the Enemy returned immediately to'the Affaulr, bur 
were again beat off with great Slaughter; yet they 
Karan a third —_ and were a third ae 
ei | | * ed 
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„ 
pulſed, upon which they thought fit to abandon 
this Attempt for the preſent. In the Evening we 
ſprung a Mine, which blew up 150 of the Enemy, 
and after that another, which killed them near as 
many more, and threw a Captain and forty-three 

Men of Saxe's Regiment i into the Foſſe *. of the 
Town. We were now aſſur'd by Deſerters that 
the Beſiegers had not loft leſs than 9000 Men ſince | 
the Commencement of the Siege. 

On the 19th the Enemy ſprung a Mine at the 
Angle of the Lunette of Utrecht, which did us but 
little Damage, however they ſtormed the Zunette 
immediately on the blowing up of the Mine, but 

were repulſed with the Loſs of two Hundred Men: 
Vet they renewed the Attack, and at laſt, mauger 
the prodigious Reſiſtance they met with, they made 
a Lodgment on the Foot of it. This Day they 
ain attempted to burſt the Gallery at 255 Point 
of the Cover d. Way facing the Angle of Coeboorne's 
Bia and did it ſome Damage, but not enough 
for their Purpoſe, At the ſame Time they alſo 
erected a Battery at Burghv/zet, to rake the Bank of 
the River on that Side. On the other Hand we 
erected a Battery in Oppoſition to this, and before 
Noon the next Day theirs was entirely ſilenced by 
ours. In ſhort, never was Siege more induſtriouſl 
carried on, or with more Vigilance defended. On 
our Part, "nothing is omitted that may contribute 
to keep up the Spirits of the Soldiers. Beſides their 
Proviſions, of which they have all the Plenty they can 
yiſh, and every bing Perfectiy * in its Kind, 
very 


* A Foſle i is a Dich or 1e 1. 4 Trench dug round the 
Rampart or Wall of a fortified Place, between the Scarp and 
Counterſcarp. Some Ditches are dry, others full of Water, each 
df which have their Advantages; they are uſually 20 Fathom 
broad, and 16 deep. The Earth dug out of the Ditch ſerves to 
form the Ramps | 
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e 
every Man who ventures to fetch off a Gabion * 
from the French, receives tor Recompence a Crown 
immediately.” This encourages them wonderfully, 
and inſpires ſome of them with ſo much Intrepidity 
15 light of fetching; one after another, 


. ht of fetching 
vetwithſtanding the continual Fire of the Beſiegers: 
Nay, ſome have thus earned ten Crowns in a 
Night. Others perform, yet more bold Exploit 
ſuch as taking up of Bombs lighting them witl 
one Hand, while they hold em in the other, and 
then Growing. them fuddenly into the Enemies 
Works and Trenches: Every one of theſe who 
fagceeds ig his Attempt, is ſure to have a Reward 
of ten or twelve Ducats, Beſides, the pecuniary 
Gravfication, Valour is recompenced in another 
and mort Were Manner. An Inſtance of 
us happened a few. Days ago, viz. two Grenadiers 
of: the Regiment of Lewe having behaved with 
great Bravery and good Condud, and done confi- 
derable Service at the Lunette of Zealand, had each BY 
2 Pair of Colours given him on the Spot. This 
Spirit of rewarding in Enterprizes, of great Pan- 
ger and 1 ever been known to produce 


. 
8 


o 


very. 


Au 20, Little was done this Day on either 
Side. I have already obſerved that before Noon 
we diſmounted the Enemies new. Battery at Burgi. 
wht. In the Evening we had Advice that A , ! 
Saz and the + WM, Kins. had fixed their pew 
Camp. near Tongres; from whence we are told 
they will ſoon, detach twenty Batalions to reinferce 


M. de Lowendabl; to whom they have already |” 


been obliged to ſend away, from Namur, a great 
Part of the Artillery and Stores which were de- 


bged for the Siege of NAaeſrich: This General 


having 
A Gabion is a large Basket of a Cylindrical Form, fin 
Foot high, and four wide, which being filled with Eartb, 
ſcrves as a Shelter from the Enemies Fire. ; 
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(31) 3 
paving daily vccafion for freſh Artillery to ſupply 
what he * loſt. or had render d unſerviceable. 
Our chief Buſineſs now, on both Sides, is Mining 


* and Countermining, + and defeating the Schemes 
of each other underground. The Enemy ſem to 


have a great Defire above all Things to batter us 
in Brea 11 but this they can never do till they make 
thamſetves abſolute Maſters of the Le of 
Utrecht and Zealand, againſt which they how make 


their principal Efforts.” They have indesd made 


Lodgments on both, and 17 yet keep the Polts 


they have ſo deatly bought ; but we remain Maſters 
Another 
of the Enemies chief Attempts is t6 deftroy the 
which keeps a free Communication 


of the Tambours and raverſes of both. 


great Gallery 
between all the Works of the Town. But all the 
Mines they have hitherto fp prung. for that Purpoſe: 


4 have been attended with littte Succeſs, except the 


very firft, which indeed occafloned ſeveral racks 


ia the Vault, he Sag — been firice in a great 


Meaſure remedied b ing with large Pieces 
of Timber. Our 1 reneral Cronſtrom is now 
very buſy in making the neceſfiry Ge poſitions for 
defending himſelf and diſputing the Groutid Inch 
by Inch with the Enemy to the laſt Extremity. 
This Day we received Advice by a Courier from, 
Maeſtricht, that his Royal Highneſs the Dake had 
detacti'd from the Grand Army under his Com- 
mand, a large Body of Dutch and German Troops 
under Count Chanclos,to reinforce General Schwartz- 
emburgh in our Lines: They conſiſt of; ten 


Bat- 


A Mint is a ſubterrauneous Canal or Paſſag under 4 
Wall or Rampart of à Fortiflration, or any P ce to 
be ky up by Gunpowder. 

* is a Well or Hole fink into the Grdund, 
1 a Gallery or Branch running from it, to 
Bente * and prevent its Effects. | 


2382 


e ee ee PLING 


A 


(32); 
Battalions * of. Dutch from the Garriſon of J 26 
tricht, three Battalions of Auſtrians, one of Hano- 
verians, and one of Heſſjians. This Corps will 
probably arrive in the Lines in five or ſix Days at 


fartheſt. | da eat tt 
Aug. 21, At Five o'Clock this Morning the 
Enemy ſprung two Mines before the Ravelin . of 
Dedem, r which deſtroyed Part of our Gallery, 
and made two Deſcents into the Foſſe before De- 
dem. On the other Hand we ſprung a Mine with 
good Effect before Coeboorne's Baſtion. This Day 
we were enabled to carry on this dreadful Trade 
with the Enemy to more Advantage than hitherto 
by reaſon of our want of Miners : For now arrived 
a Supply of Ninety of theſe People, who were ſet 
to Work immediately.  _ 3 
On the 22d, the Enemy ſprung another Mine, 
by which they did ſome ſurther Damage to the 
main Gallery oppoſite to the Ravelin Dedem, where 
they endeavoured immediately to form a Lodgment, 
but the Garriſon making a Salley, an obſtinate and 
bloody Conflict enſued, which ended entirely to the 
Advantage of the latter, who drove the French 
quite off, tore away fifty of their. Gabions, and 
Id up, and deſtroy'd all their Works on that 
Side. "The Enemy ſprung another Mine this Day, 
| which blew up the Left Flank of the Lunette of 
' Zealand, and broke a large Part of our Gallery. 
| We alſo ſprung one before Coehoorne's Baſtion, 
where the French had made a Lodgment, but this 
Mine had little Effect. At Night however we 
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but the Number is not determined. Some Regiments conſiſt of 

but one Battalion, but others, more numerous, are divided into 

ſeveral Battalions, according to their Strength., __ 

+ A Ravelin is a Work raiſed on the Counterſcarp, before 

3 the Curtain of a Place, conſiſting only of two Faces, which 

5 form a Saillant Angle. There is little Difference between a 

Ravelin, and a Half Moon only, the latter is always uſed to 
cover the Point of a Baſt ion. | 
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* A Battalion is a Body of ſeven or eight Hundred Foot, 


(33 
made dreadful Havock among them by one of our 
Mines, which blew up above three Hundred of the 
Enemy, and put them two Nights back in their 
Works. 5 

On the 23d, he received a Supply of Cannon 
from England. This Day the Enemy carried on 


their Works with great Expedition, were very ſuc- 


ceſsful in their Mines, and made three ſeveral Lodg- 
ments on our Out-works. At Night one of their 
Mines broke the Main Gallery in two Places. 
The next Day we were obliged to blow up the 
Tambour in the Lunette of Zealand, having had 
too long Experience of the Expence of defending 
and relieving it. 

On the 25th, which is St. Lewis's Day, and on 
which 'tis ſaid, that Count Lowendabl promiſed his 
Maſter to make him a Preſent of Bergen- op- zoom, 
that General order'd an incredible Number of Red- 
hot Balls and Bombs “ to be thrown into the 
Town, and three Attacks were made on the Lu- 
nette of Urrecht, in each of which the Enemy were 
repulſed with conſiderable Loſs: We could not 
however drive them from the Poſt they havetaken 
on the Saillant Angle of this Lunette, but which 
we do not deſpair of ſoon doing, nor of diſlodging 
them alſo from the Lunette of Zealand: Tho? if 
they ſhould remain Maſters of both thoſe Poſts 
they will hardly be able to batter the Body of the 
Place in Breach, The Ravelin of Dedem proves 
the greateſt Impediment to them, being a Work 

| | F- 7 extremely 


* When it is intended to fire red-hot Bullets, a Furnace is 
made ten Paces diltant from the Piece on the left, in which the 


Grates are placed, and the Bullets 2 them. The Earth of 
_ each Furnace 1s thrown on the Side o 


the Place, to ſerve for an 
Epaulement or Side-Wark to cover thoſe who heat the Bullets, 
and carry them with Ladles or Tongs to the Mouth of the 
Pieces. When they ate red-hor, the Officers are to take care 
that the Pieces are managed ſo as that the Bullets falling on the 
Roofs of the Houſes may lodge there, and ſet them on fice, 
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extremely difficult to attack, as it is every where 
Mined: They had a Poſt on the Angle, oppoſite 


this Ravelin, from which we this Day beat them 


with very great Loſs on their Part, and, indeed, 

not a little on ours. The firing this Day was by 
far more terrible on both Sides than it had been 
before; and though the Enemy gained but little if 
any Ground by their prodigious and continued Ef- 
forts from Break of Day till the Midnight follow- 
ing, yet they utterly ruined that Part of the Town 


which had hitherco eſcaped their deſtructive Fire. 


The great Streets called Hoogfiraat and Moſe- 
ſtraat, beſides ſeveral Croſs- ſtreets and Lanes, were 
now entirely laid in Aſhes. 

On the 26th, Orders were given for putting 
every thing in Readineſs for throwing the Water into 
the capital Ditch; though this will hardly be done 


but in the laſt Extremity, and after we are obliged 
to abandon all our Outworks. In truth, theſe Or- 


ders gave the People worſe Apprehenſions than I 
elieve they would otherwiſe have had; and many 


ſeemed pretty much dejected on ſeeing the princi- 


pal Streets barricaded, and all Sluices and Flood- 
gates put in order. However, in the Evening we 
were greatly cheared by the Arrival of a large 
Supply of Artillery and Arnmunition, of both 


which we began to fear we ſhould be in want : As 


for Proviſions, we were not in the leaſt Want of 


them. M. de e, has alſo received his third 


Supply of Artillery, which has been rendered un- 


ſerviceable by ours. 
On the 26th, General Cronſtrom finding it im- 


poſſible to diſlodge the Enemy from that Part of 


the Lunette of Zealand, of which they had been 
Maſters a Fortnight, ordered it to be blown up, 


by which the Enemy had a great many Men de- 


ſtroyed, and we loſt accidentally ſixteen of our own 


Miners. However, by this Means we rendered 
ineffectual 
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ineffectual almoſt all the Advantages the Enemy 


had been gaining on that Side ſince the 15th. This 


Day the Enemy made a vigorous Attack on that 


Part of the Lunette of Utrecht, which we ſtil] oc- 
cupied, but were repulſed with great Slaughter. 
Deſerters continue flocking to us; not leſs than; a 
Hundred at different Times this Day. In ſhort, 
we have had ſo many, that Amſterdam, Roterdam, 
and all Zealand are full of them. What greatly 
encourages this Deſertion among the Enemy, is the 
Manner in which the States-General diſpoie of 
theſe People, viz. by ſending them to our Settle- 
ments in the Eaſt- Indies, where they are very ready 
to go, to make ſure of not falling again into the 
Hands of their Countrymen.—Bur let me not for- 
get to do Juſtice to the Engliſh Gunners, who are 


of infinite Service to us: Had it not been for them 
the Place had probably &re now been in the Ene- 
mies Hands, : 25 


On the 27th, the Enemy again attacked us at 


the Lunette of Utrecht, but were again repulſed, 
leaving the Scene of Action covered with the dead 


Bodies of their unfortunate Soldiers, who now ſeem 
to be weary of this deſperate Service. And yet, . 


which is ſomewhat extraordinary, they do their Du- 
ty as well as any Troops in the World; though it 
+ Is very certain, they now wiſh this Siege had never 
been undertaken, Thank God we are not yet ob- 
liged to open our Sluices, which we indiſpenſibly 
| ſhould be, were the Enemy entirely Maſters of 
any of our Outworks. We have Advice from 
the Hague, (and the ſame is corroborated by the 
French Deſerters) that it had been diſcovered by the 
intercepted Letters * of two French Officers in 


; 1 Lowendabl's Army, that nothing can equal the Di- 


F 2 | ſtreſs 


* Taken from a Courier who fel! into the Hands of Gene- 


ral 7:4p,'s Irregulars, 
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ſtreſs that Army at preſent is in *, and has been in 
for ſome time paſt, both from their Want of Ne- 


ceſſaries of all Kinds, and from the exceſſive Fa- 


tigues to which they are daily expoſed. In the 


Evening, General Chanclos arrived in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Lines with fifteen Battalions and 


fix Squadrons , where he will ſpeedily be joined by 
three hundred Engliſb from Zealand; after which 
it is thought our Army of Obſervation will be 
ſtrong enough to attack the Enemy in their Re- 
trenchments. | | 

On the 28th, the Enemy were buſied in Prepa- 
rations to renew their Attack on Fort Kyk-en-de- 


pot; mean time the Firing continued on both Sides 


with great Fury; though now we began to be a 


little apprehenſive of our Powder failing, having 


lately expended 7000 Barrels, or 500,000 Weight 
on the Enemy. But this very Night, to our great 
Toy, arrived from London 5000 Barrels, or 500,000 
Weight: Thanks te the good King of England 
for ſo ſeaſonable a Supply. Yeſterday, a imall 
Party of the Troops in the Lines performed an 


Exploit which ought to be remembered. A Si. 
Regiment having made a Sally about Eleven 


o'Clock at Night, they advanced to a French 


Battery, upon which the Centinel called out, Tho 
there? They anſwered, We are French, and named 


a Regiment at a Venture : However, the Centinel 
refuſing to let them come near, till he had ac- 


quainted an Officer, who, with 130 Men, was 
© poſted in a Barn juſt by, the Swi/s refuſed to wait; 
whereupon | 


This was principally owing to the Vigilance of the Auſtria» F 


Light-horſe and Irregulars, who generally fell in with the French 


Convoys and Supplies going between Antaberp and the Camp 
before Bergen; and ſometimes carried off all, but hardly ever 


returned w thout ſome Booty. 


A Squadron is a Body of Horſe, the Number not fixed, 
but uſually from 100 to 290. 5 
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vhereupon the Centinel fired upon them, which coſt 
him his Life. The S] then poſſeſſed themſelves 


of the Battery, nailed “ up the Cannon, then went 
to attack the Barn; and after a ſmall Diſpute the 


Enemy were put to Flight, leaving about thirty 


dead on the Spot, and thirteen wounded, who with 
three Officers were made Priſoners; the Victors 
had only three Men killed. This Adventure over, 
they advanced till they came to another Battery, 
where, upon the Centinel's demanding who they 
were, they replied Dutch, and fired upon the Cen- 
tinel, whom with two others they Killed, put the 
reſt of the Party poſted there to Flight, nailed up 


the Cannon, and then proceeded to two other Bat- 
teries, where they met with the ſame Succeſs, and 


returned in Safety with their Priſoners. 
This Day our, Engineers diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in an extraordinary Manner, ruined ſeveral 


of the Enemies Works, killed ſome of their Mi- 
ners, and deſtroyed a Mine on the Utrecht Side, 


which if compleated, might have done us irrepa- 
rable Damage. „ 
Auguſt 29, We diſcovered that the Enemy, ap- 
prehenſive of an Attack, had turned their firſt Pa- 
rallel into a Line of Circumvallation , and their 
ſecond Parallel into a Kind of Contravallation g. 


* Nailing or ſpiking of Cannon, is to drive a Pin of Iron or 


| hardned Steel into the Touch hole, which renders it (at leaſt for 


ſome time) unſerviceable. The Remedy is to drill a new 
'Touch-hole. The moſt honourable Thing the Garriſon of a 
Place beſieged can propoſe to themſelves in a Sally, is to nail up 
the Enemies Cannon. For want of Sp kes they ſometimes ule 
{mall Flints or other Stones. | 

FT The Line of Circumvallation is a Trench uſually twelve 
Foot broad and ſeven deep, with a Parapet or Breaſt-work 
thrown'up by the Beſiegers, encompaſſing all their Camp, to 
defend it againſt any Army that may attempt to relieve the Place, 


and ſerving alſo to ſtop Deſerters. 


|| A Line of Contravallation is a Trench with a Parapet, 
made by the Beſiegers between them and the Place beſieged, to 
ſecure them againſt the Sallies of the Garriſon. 
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Te was doubtleſs their Fear of the Troops in the 
Lines which induced the Enemy to allow us a lit- 
tle Reſpite this Day, employing the Time in taking 
Meaſures for the Security of their Camp. This 
is the firſt Holliday they have allowed us fince the 
Beginning of the Siege, except part of the Day, 
Aug. 3, and the Night following, when we were 
obliged to allow the Enemy to bury their Dead, 


our own People being too much affected with the 
horrible Stench of the dead Bodies. 


Auguſt 30, Count Lowendabl received a Supply 
of ſeven hundred Waggons loaded with all ſorts of 
Ammunition, This came to him under an Eſ- 
cort too ſtrong for the Irregulars and Light-horſe 
under the Generals Trips and Baroniai to meddle 
with ; though they are often dextrous enough to 
pick up large Parts of the Enemies Convoys, not- 
withſtanding they keep a Chain of Troops from 
the Camp to Antwerp. This Day we received a 
freſh Supply of Powder, of which 'tis computed we 
have in ordinary uſed 30,000 Weight in twenty 
four Hours. In the Afternoon we made a Sally, 
but with no great Succeſs, all we could do being 
only to deſtroy a ſmall Part of their Approaches, 
and kill them about twenty Men; we had not one 
killed, and only five wounded. At Night, the 


Enemy ſprung a Mine to ruin the Remains of the 


Lunette of Zealand, which they almoſt effected. 
Deſerters inform us, that they intended to erect a 


Battery of five Guns to demoliſh the Ravelin De- 


dem. They alſo declare, that the Beſiegers Com- 
panies are reduced to half their Complement of 
Men, and cannot have loſt leſs than 16,000 ſince 
they have lain before this Place. They are prodi- 
giouſly diſſatisfied with their General Lowendabt, 
but they have no Remedy. 
On the 31ſt, the French ſeemed quite at a Stand, 
| at 


3M 
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at leaſt above-ground, and our Miners are hard at 
work to defeat their Attempts beneath. In ſhort, 


we were quite at a Loſs what to make of the Ene- 
mies Manner of proceeding, They have finiſhed 
a Royal Battery, but not uncovered it yet; and 
the reſt of their Batteries fire but ſeldom : Howe- 


ver, they carry on their Saps with the utmoſt Vi- 


gour. They have entirely quitted their Attack a- 

gainſt Kyk-ea-de-pot and Fort Rover. ET 
We begin to be in want of Pioneers, but, on 

Sept. 1, we had the Satisfaction to learn from the 


Hague, that the Council of State had cauſed an 


Edict to be publiſhed, ſetting forth, * That as 
< there are not a ſufficient Number of Pioneers at 
% Bergen-op-200m, to carry on the Works there, it 
& has been reſolved, with Advice of his Serene 
« Highneſs the Prince Stadtholder, to invite all 
« who are willing to be employed in the Service 
of their Country, beſides the common Troops, 


A 


* 


to repair immediately to the ſaid Bergen-op- zoom, 


4c to aſſiſt in the daily Works there; promiſing all 
ce who go voluntarily, beſides their Subſiſtance, a 
« Crown a Day, and even two, three, or four, 
ce according to the Nature of the Work they ſhall 
e be employed in. And, moreover, that if any 
* one of them ſhould have the Misfortune to be 
& difabled from getting their Livelihood, they 
e ſhall be provided for by the State, in the ſame 
« Manner as the Soldiers are,” The Garriſon 
have another Encouragement, namely, that in Caſe 
the French ſhall be obliged to raiſe the Siege, a very 
large Sum of Money will be given them as a Re- 
ward for their brave Defence. A Contribution for 
this Purpoſe is already begun, and the generous 
Merchants of Amſterdam have collected near 50,000 


A 


Florins, (value 25. 64. each) ſo that if the other 


trading Towns encourage it never ſo little, the 
gum 
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Sum muſt ſoon be conſiderable . Many of the 


Merchants of Leyden have obtained Paſſ- ports of 
the Stadtholder for ſending us a Ship loaded with 
Butter, Cheefe, Oxen, Sheep, Rice, and other 


Proviſions. The City of Roterdam has ſent us a large 


Supply of Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Rheniſh Wine, 


Biſcuits, Sweetmeats, and other Refreſhments, de- 
claring they thought nothing too good for us. This 
Day arrived at Steenbergen two Scotch Regiments, 


with many Gunners, Bombardiers, Sc. and 500 
Recruits, making in all about 300 Men. | 
Sept. 2, The Enemy remained pretty quiet, and 


we were in Hopes they had begun to entertain 
Thoughts of quitting our Neighbourhood. 

Sept. 3, Being the Birth-day of his Serene High- 
neſs, our illuſtrious Stadtholder, we celebrated the 
fame by a prodigious Firing upon the Enemy, 


which laſted from Morning till Night, and killed 


them abundance of People, beſides doing a great 


deal of Damage to their Works. Our Batteries, 
Sc. were hung with Orange-coloured Ribbons, and 


the Mouths of our Bombs painted of the ſame Co- 
Jour, that the Enemy might know on what Occa- 
ſion they were ſent, In return, they made a furious 
Attack on the Lunette of Utrecht, but were ſe- 
verely repulſed. We ſprung two Mines during this 
Attack, which blew up a whole Company of their 
Grenadiers, and alſo ruined all their Works on 
that Side. At Night they ſprung a Mine almoſt 


oppoſite to the Angle of the Ravelin Dedem, which 


ſhook Part of our Gallery, and killed two Men. 
Our Miners hearing the Enemy at work near one 
of their Mines, as if they meant to withdraw the 

| Charge, 


* Beſides this Sum, an old Lady of Amſterdam, whoſe Pa- 
mily have made an immenſe Fortune in the Eafi-1ndies, ſent the 
Garriſon to the Value of 1000 Pounds in Proviſions and Money, 


promiſing to repeat the ſaid Preſent every Week, as long as 
the“ ſhall defend the Town. F | l b 


5 . 0 - mY 
ne > 225 


KNA 
Charge, ſet fire to it nets. by which the 
French Miners were killed, 


= Mine, which did conſiderable Execution. In fine, 
Things are ſtill in pretty much the ſame Situation 
they were in a Week ago. Since the 26th, the 
Enemy have advanced very little. This we attri- 
bute to the great Increaſe of our Miners and Pio- 


ing the Enemies Works under- ground. The Bat- 
7 teries of the Town have made a great Firing for 
1 | theſe two Days, and we have thrown into the Ene- 
mies Saps, odgments, Batteries, and Trenches, 
buch a Quantity of Bombs and Grenades, that it 
has been impoſſible for them to advance their 
5 Works, many of which have been ruined, and 
1 7 others much damaged. But notwithſtanding all 
© this, and though we are in no great Fear for the 
75 Town, yet our Governor has thought it pru- 
WM ence to lay the Country about us under Water. 
We are ſtill Maſters of the Lunette of Utrecht, 
having a Command of ſixty Men in the Redoubt, 
and a Reſerve of thirty Men in the Gallery, un- 
der the Lunette; from whence fix Swiſs with an: 
Officer fallied Jaft Night, threw down the Sacks, of 
| Farch, and ſet fire to the Gabions of the Enemy, 
© which burned two Hours, and all came back ſafe. 
into the Gallery, except one Soldier, who unfor- 
WY” ranzely was knocked down by a Sack of Earth 
1 © which fell upon him, and occaſioned his being, 
taken Prifoner, 
Ihe Enemy, apprehenſive that we might ſpring. 


have thought proper to prevent us, by blowing it 


vouring to compleat a new Lodgment upon it, the 
1 > Garriſon ſallied out, drove them from their Works, 
bc and ſet flre to their Gabions and Faſcines; but be- 
ae G ing 


On the 4th in the Morning we "Grieg another 


© neers, who have put us in a Condition of deſtroy- 


; ſome more Mines under the Lunette of Zealand, 


2 % up entitely themſelves, But while they. were endea- 
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ing preſently reinforced, the Enemy in their turn 


obliged our People to retire, after which they fell to 


compleating their Lodgment, and have not been in- 


terrupted ſince: They are the more obſtinately bent 
upon this Lodgment, becauſe without it they can- 
not attack the Ravelin of Dedem with Advantage: 
And of this Ravelin they are determined above all 
Things to make themſelves Maſters, for which 
upon their Counterſcarp. 

Sept. 3. The Enemy made a new Attack on the 
Fort y- en- de- pot, but after a ſhort tho* bloody 
Diſpute, they were repulſed with the Loſs of an 
hundred and twenty Men, we had about fifty killed 
and wounded. Our fire was this Day very viſibly 
ſuperior to that of the Enemy, and one of our 
Bombs blew up one of the Enemies Magazines. 


Deſerters continue to come in, and by them we are 


this Day informed that Count Lowendabl yeſterday 


declared (in preſence of ſeveral Officers who dined 


with him, and who had taken the Liberty to ſig- 


nify their Apprehenſions, that the Siege would not 


turn out ſo well as they had once hoped) “ that he 


& was reſolved to make himſelf Maſter of the 
& Town, coft what it would; for, ſaid he, the 


& rich Province of Zealand will repay four-fold all 
de the Expences we have yet been at, or are likely 
ee to be at while the Siege laſts,” In the Evening 
the Enemy ſprung a Mine at the Ravelin of Dedem, 


which broke Part of the Gallery there, but we re- 
pairing it immediately, this Mine will afford them 
no Advantage. =D, 


On the fixth we ſprung two Mines near the Place 
where the Enemy ſprung one yeſterday ; which 
were attended with great Succeſs, killing the Work- 
men and deſtroying the Works they were compleat- 


ing there. We are hourly advancing with our 
Countermine; and our fire continues ſuperior to 


that 


Purpoſe they are now buſied in erecting Batteries 
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that of the Beſiegers, whoſe greateſt Efforts now 


conſiſt in carrying on their Works under Ground, 
in which we in truth begin to fear they make a 


great Progreſs: They do every thing as quietly as 


poſſible. 

Sept. 7. This Morning the Enemy uſhered in 
their Days Work with a terrible Peal from their 
Mortars and Cannons, which they have inceſſantly 


continued all Day. Laſt Night about Midnight 


we ſprung a Mine on the left Face of the Lunette 


of Utrecht, which had a very good Effect, deſtroy- 


ing feveral Men and a Lodgment which the Enemy 
had made with great Labour. Towards the Even- 
ing we were made ſenſible of the Effects of the 
furious playing of the French Artillery this Day; 
they having not only demoliſhed the whole Coun- 


terſcarp, but even, by a Mine, broke near twenty 


Yards of the main Gallery. This has fo alarm'd 


| + us that General Schwartzemburgh is ſent for to con- 


ſult proper Meaſures for faving the City. We 


are ſtill in Danger of more Sappings, and now find 


that the Enemy gain upon us in theſe infernal ſub- 


terraneous Attacks. In the Evening General 


Schwartzemburgh came into Town, and a Conſul- 


tation was immediately held, in which *twas reſolv- 


ed that an Attempt ſhould be made by the Troops 
in the Lines, favoured at the ſame Time by a Sally 
from the Town, to oblige the Enemy to raiſe the 
Siege. For this Purpoſe the Generals, who have 
now at leaſt forty Thouſand Men, went out this 
very Evening to Reconnoitre between Oudenboſch 


and Roſendael, in order o determine che Motions 


of the Army. 


On the 8th, the Beſiegers received ſo conſidera - 


ble a Reinforcement that our Generals thought it 
moſt adviſeable to drop or at leaſt defer their Pro- 
ject of attacking them in their Trenches, We have 
now compleated certain new Works within the 
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Ramparts, which, if the Enemy ſhould make a 
Breach and proceed to Storm, will enable us to 
diſpute our Ground with them Inch,by Inch, and 
make them pay dear for every bit they gain of us, 


for our People are to a Man determined to defend 
the Place to the laſt poſſible Extremity. Our fire 


is ſtill at leaſt equal to the Enemies, and we have 


a new Battery of forty-eight Pounders between Fort 


Moormont and the Town, which threads the Lines 


of the Enemy, and does them an infinite deal of 
Damage. We hourly expect them to lay us open 


to a Battery in Breach, and are prepared for it. 


There is no doubt but we ſhall ſtand a Storm, and 


if we doit will be a bloody one. Laſt Night we 


| ſprung one of our principal Mines with better Effect 
than any fprung yer. A prodigious Number of 


killed and wounded Men were thrown into the 
Town-Ditch, and on the Baſtions, and the Cries 
among the French were terrible to hear. For theſe 
three Days paſt firing has not ceaſed Night or Day. 
The great Guns are generally diſcharged ten Times 


in a Minute, and the ſmall Arms are continually 
heard in one Place or other. A Deſerter has inform- 


ed us that Count Lowendabl having been viſited by 
an Epidemical Fever, of which he was very 11], 


had left the Army, and that the Count de Cler- 


mont Prince commands in his Stead. The Enemy 


ter. The Siege has now laſted more than ſeven 


Weeks, in which the Enemy have loſt, as we are 


well inform'd, not many leſs than twenty thou- 
ſand Men, By an exact Liſt kept in the Town 


we have not loſt above two Thouſand. 


We have been for ſome Time amuſed by Perſons of 


great Credit, who aſſured us that an Event would 


quickly happen, which would not a little aſtoniſh the 


Enemy. In ſhort, 'twas pretended that his Royal 


High- 


— 


ſuffer greatly by the Heats and Droughts, the ſmall g 
River of Zoom being almoſt without Wa- 


ur 
Highnef the Duke of Cumberland and Marſhal Ba- 


 thiani had drawn up a well-concerted Plan for 


marching with .their Grand Army and Artillery 
thro' the Dutchy of Luxembourg into Lorrain, in 
order to make a Diverſion, and thereby not only 
force Count Lowendabl to raiſe the Siege, but fix, 


for the future, the Theatre of the War in Lorrain 


and Champaigne ;, but as nothing like this, or any 


Step towards it has yet been put in Execution, we 


begin to fear that either there never was any ſuch 
Plan concerted, or, perhaps for ſubſtantial Reaſons, 
it has been dropp'd. 

gth, Laſt Night we had great Damage done us 
by the Enemies Pierriers. On the other Hand about 
Midnight a Party of the Garriſon, aſſiſted by ſome 
of General Baroniai's Irregulars, and all the Water- 


men and Sea-faring People, made a deſperate 


Sally, and after beating the Enemy from their 


Works on the Kyk-en-de-pot Side, demoliſhed the 


ſaid Works, and returned with about thirty Priſo- 
ners. We have alſo attempted the Pierriers, “ 
which they had lodged cloſe to us near the Baſtion 
of the Pucelle, but in vain, our People were obliged 
to deſiſt, after loſing above forty Men killed on the 
Spot, In the Morning the Enemy made the mott 


_ dreadiul Me ons they had hitherto done, for 


now 


* The Pierrier is made uſe of in throwing of great Stones. 
In its Figure it reſembles a Mortar, but tis ut vally larger and 
more capacious, nevertheleſs does not carry ſo far. Tue great 


ule of them is to diſtreis the Befteged when they are working in 
removing Rubviſh, repairing Bresche, or raifing Retrench- 


ments behind tnem; in all which Cafes they do procigious Exe- 
cution, for these is no getting out of their * ay, they not being 
ſeen in their Paſſage, as a Bomb is. When the Beſiegers are 
appriſed, either by Deſerters or Spies, that the Enemy make uſe 
of Planks or Galleries to cover themſelves from the Stones, they 


have recourſe to Bombs, which by their Weight demoliſh thoie 


Coverings, and as ſoon as they think the Bombs have had their 
Effect, they begin to throw S:ones again, and ſometimes they 
akeroately rw Bombs and Stones all Night long. 
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now they uncovered four terrible Batteries, which 
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we fear will ſoon lay the Capital Wall open to be 
battered in Breach, or to be blown up by their 
Mines. The firſt was eſtabliſned on the Covered- 
Way near the left Face of the Lunette of Utrecht, 
of four Guns, two of which fire on the Right Face 
of the Baftion of Milliam, and two on the Right 
of the Baſtion Pucelle : The Second Battery is on 
the Right Face of the Ravelin of Dedem, of three 

Guns, which fire on the Left Face of Coehoorne's = 
Baſtion and the Orillon *, where they have diſmount- 
ed our Guns and kilPd us ſeveral Men. The third is 
erected on the Ruins of the Lunette of Zealand; 
*ris a Royal Battery of ſix Cannon, which likewiſe 
fire on the Left Face of Coeboorne: And the fourth 
Battery, which is on the Covered-Way between 
the Ravelin of Dedem and the Lunette of Utrecht, 
and has three Guns, plays upon the Right Flank 
of the Baſtion Pucelle. We hourly expect other 


Batteries to open. Nevertheleſs, as we daily re- 


ceive Recruits of Cannoneers, Miners and Pioneers, 
we are indefatigable in our endeavours to deſtroy the 
Enemies Works. All this Day and the Night 
following our Artillery kept a moſt furious firing, 
and entirely deſtroyed the Enemies Royal Battery 
on the Lunette of Zealand. | 
Sept. 10. Laſt Night we ſprung two Mines at 
the Left Face of the Ravelin Dedem, which diſ- 
lodged ſome of the Enemy, and deſtroyed ſome of 
their Works: We alſo ſprung one of the Enemies 
with good Succeſs. This Morning twenty Deſerters 
came in, and inform*d us that Count Lowendabl 
was return'd to the Camp, and ſeemed ſtill reſolved 
to puſh the Siege in ſpite of the Difficulties he 
0 might 
* The Orillon, or Blind, is a Maſs of Earth faced with Stone, 
- advancing beyond the Shoulder of thoſe Baſtions that bave 
Caſemates, to cover the Cannon in them, and prevent their being 


diſmounted by the Enemy, Some Orillons are rourd, and others 
aimoſt ſquare, which laſt are properly called Epaulements, 


+» 
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might poſſibly have to ſurmount. The Enemy 
have been for ſome Days in a State of Inaction be- 
fore Fort Rover ; but have juſt reinforced the Corps 

on that Side, and are erecting a new Battery there. 
They alſo, Jaſt Night, erected three new Batteries, 
two on the Covered-Way, and one upon the Ruins 


of the Lunette of Zealand, in the room of that we 


deſtroyed. We have on the other Hand, erected 
a new Battery on the Baſtion of Holland, from 
which we ſhall begin to fire upon them in Flank 
To-morrow Morning or ſooner. *Tis impoſſible 
to deſcribe the ſmartneſs of the firing on both Sides 
ſince the unmaſking of the French Batteries: No- 
thing but Fire and Smoke is to be ſeen 3 and *tis 
quite horrible and ſhocking to hear the Cries of the 
wounded and dying, who lie in Heaps, In ſhort, 
*cis impoſſible this Hot-work can hold many Days, 
without one Side or other giving Way. All the 
World muſt allow that both Parties behave well. 
As for us, -we this Day diſmounted two of the Ene- 
mies Batteries, viz. Thoſe which fired upon the 
two principal Baſtions of Pucelle and Dedem. Yet 
the next Morning they had repaired all Damages, 

and were firing upon the ſame Baſtions as furiouſly 
as before. It muſt be owned that now our Fears 
are not ſmall ; but however we hope for the beſt, 

being reſolved every Man of us todo his Duty; and 
*tis thought that while we remain in this Reſolution, 
and no treachery invades us, we may yet ſee the 
backs of our Enemies. 


. Here our Journal, by this Hand, ends, we having 
yet heard nothing further from our C orreſponden: at 
Bergen -· op- zoom. Therefore muſt compleat our 
Narrative from ſuch Accounts as have been commu- 
nicated to us by Authority in the Ga zettees, and y 
private Lelters, 


B 
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y a Letter from the Hague of Sept. 12. N. S. 
we 2 the following Account of the State of Af- 
fairs at Bergen: op-zoom at that Time, viz. 
Bergen, Sept. 12. at Five o' Clock in the Morn- 
ing. The Siege of this Place ſeems now to be 
brought to a Crifis, and perhaps a few Days more 
will determine whether it can be taken or not. The 
Enemy are this Morning firing on us from the fol- 
lowing Batteries, moſt of which have been re-eſta- 
bliſhed fince the 9th, in the room of thofe we diſ- 
mounted; viz. Two Batteries of three Guns upon 
the Angle of the Counterſcarp, oppoſite to the Ra- 
velin of Dedem, with which they batter the Oril- 
lons of the Baſtions Pucelle and Coehoorne 5 One of 
five Pieces of Cannon cloſe to the Traverſe ® on 
the Left of the Lunette of Utrecht, to batter in 
Breach the Right Face of the Baſtion Pucelle ; and 
the other cloſe to the Traverſe on the Right of the 
Lunette of Zealand, to batter in Breach the Left 
Face of the Baſtion de Coehoorne. At firſt we 
thought it ſomewhat extraordinary that they ſhould' 
not make all their Efforts againſt the Ravelin of 
Dedem; but it ſeems that the Batteries upon the 
Orillons incommode them to that Degree, that they 
cannot pretend to batter the Ravelin in Breach, till 
they have diſmounted all our Cannon upon the 
Orillons: But hitherto they have had ſo little Suc- 
ceſs againſt them, that even their Battery againſt 
the Orillon of Pxcelle is already diſmounted. Our 
Engineers aſſure us that we need not be very uneaſy. 


about the new Batteries of the Enemy, fince they 
r are 


* A Traverſe is 8 with a Parapet, or Breaſt-work, and 
ſometimes two, one on each Side. It is uſually open, and fre- 
quently covered with Planks loaded with Earth, The Word is 
often taken for a Gallery, and alſo ſignifies a Retrenchment, a 
Line fortified with Faſcines, Barrels or Bags of Earth, Ga- 

bions, Sc — To Traverſe, in Gunnery, ſignifies to turn or 
move a Piece of Ordnance in order to * it to bear, or lie 


level with the Mark. 


, 
are not conſiderable to do great Datnage, and that 
they are too much ſtraitened upon their Ground, to 
increaſe the Number of their Cannoͤn. 6 
Hluſbing, Sept. 15. By Advices fron Bergen- op- 

zoom of the 13th inſtant, the Enemies Fire was 
very conſiderable, and the Breaches were widened, 
particularly that of Dedem. The Beſieged ſprung 
a Mine under the Tambour of | Utrecht, with in- 
tent to have quitted it, but the Mine not having the 
defired Effet, they again took Poſſeſſion: of 1t. 
Other Advices of the 14th inform us, that nothing 
material had happened ſince, only that the Gar- 
riſon had made a Sally from Dedem, to nail up the 
Cannon which battered that Fort in Breach, but 
they were forced to return without Succeſs, having 
loſt about forty Men in the Attack. The Fire 
from the Enemy was hotter laſt Night than it has 
been yet; and we are well aſſured that the Be- 
ſiegers are amply ſupplied with all Neceſſaries for 
carrying on the Siege. We are juſt now informed 
that the French are furiouſly battering in Breachz 
and that the King's army now forms a Chain 
which extends from St. Troy to beyond Mechlin, 
which ſerves as well to cover the Convoy, as to be 
ready on Occaſion to aſſiſt Count Lowendabl. 

London, Sept. 8, O. $. This Morning arrived 
an Expreſs from Admiral Mitchell at Fluſhing, 
which brought an Account, that on Saturday Night, 
about Eleven o'Clock, the French entered the City of 
Bergen-op- oom; that the Prince of Heſs- Philip/dabl, 
the Governor, was killed, and the Lord Lempſer, 
eldeſt Son to the Earl of Pomfret, taken Priſoner 3 
that General Cyonſtrom, with part of the Dutch 
Forces, had found Means to retire ; and that the 
Dutch Troops in the Lines, and thoſe of the 
Garriſon who eſcaped, were on their March to join 
the Allied Army under his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Cumberland: This News was brought to 

— H the 


„„ 
the Engliſh Admiral by Boats from Zealand.“ 
This Advice was at firſt little credited; nay, even 
the next Day, though it was faid, and nobody 
knew to the=contrary, that another Expreſs had 
brought 'a Confirmation of the Place being taken, 
yet ſtill as many diſbelieved as believed it: So 
great was the Opinion the Publick had conceived 
of the Beſieged, and of the Strength of the Place. 
Many conſiderable Wagers were laid, and particu- 
larly two of twenty Guineas, that were given on 
Condition that Six pence a Day ſhould be paid till 
the Place ſhould be taken. However, on the 
Iith in the Evening, the Affair was put out of 
all Doubt, by a Letter from Antwerp, dated Sept. 
18, importing, that on Saturday they had Ad- 
vice there from the Army at Bergen, that the City 
was taken that very Day; and on Sunday arrived 
at Antwerp between 13 and 1400 Men taken Pri- 
ſoners there, part of whom it was ſaid had entered 
into the Service of the French King, and next Day 
they all ſet out together for France. There alſo 5 
came another Letter from Tholen, dated Sept. 16, 
of which the following is a Tranſlation, viz. _ 
This Morning, about Four o'Clock, the Enemy 
made a general Aſſault, as welt upon the Ravelin 
of Dedem, as upon the Baſtions of Coehoorne and 
Pucelle, all which they took; and about fix in the 
_ Morning they were Maſters of the City of Bergen- 
p- zoom, after a moſt bloody Siege of above two 
Months. We are aſſured, that the Enemy found 
Means of entering by a Sap, which they had ſe- 
cretly carried on to the Caſemates |, by which 
means 


LEW 
as 


* Pefore Bergen op- was taken, Letters from Steenbergen 
informed us, that all the neighbouring Country from thence, as 
far as the Iſland of Thelen in Zealand, was wholly laid under 
Water, ſo that there was no paſſing but by Boats. 

T A Caſemateisa Kind of Vault or Arch of — 
that 


$5.1 
means great Numbers of them were in the Market- 


place before they were perceived, which occaſioned 


the utmoſt Confuſion in the Town. The greateſt 


Part of the Garriſon had the good Fortune to ſave. 
themſelves; and General Lely, with fix Battalions, 


has thrown himſelf into this Place. General Cron- 
ſtrom is retired by Steenbergen to Oudenboſch. It is 
ſaid, the Prince of Heſſe-Philipſdabl, Governor of 


the City, is wounded, As to the Forts of Ber- 


gen- op- zoom, there is reaſon to believe, that they 


hold our ſtill, having received no Accounts to the 


contrary ; we have, particularly, ſome Dependance 
on Fort Rover, which is the ſtrongeſt. 

Hague, Sept. 19. N. S. We have. received 
“ here the 5 £4 Account from Bergen-ep- 
% zoom, The Enemy began their Attack on the 
*« 16th Inſtant about Four in the Morning, by 
«: ſpringing a Mine before the Ravelin of Dedem, 
© throwing an immenſe quantity of Bombs, and 
© firing at once from all their Batteries. In the 
« mean Time, under Cover of this prodigious 
* Fire, fifty Companies of Grenadiers, ſupported 
4e by ſixteen Battalions, threw themſelves into the 
* Foſſe; and having cut off the Communication 

* between the Out-works and the Town, ſome 
„ attack*d the Ravelin of Dedem by the Breach, 
«© whilſt others got into it from behind, and ſoon 
„made themſelves Maſters of it. At the ſame 
% Time, they forced their Way through the Sally- 
« Ports, ſcaled the Walls of the Town with their 
« Ladders, and mounted the narrow Breaches of 
% Puceile and Coehoorne, and entirely poſſeſſed 


6 themſelves of thoſe Works. The Enemies Co- 
. 1 1 | | Jap lours 


that part of the Flank of a Baſtion next the Curtain, where 
Guns are planted to defend the Face of the oppoſite Baſtion-and 
ſcour the Ditch. It alſo ſignifies a Well, with ſeveral {ubterra- 
neous Branches dug in the Paſſage of the Baſtion, till che Mineis 


are heard at wotk, and Air given to the Mine. 


— EAI 


r 
ee lours were flying in the Market - place, when the 
« Prince of Heſſe-Philipſdabl appeared with ſome 
« Troops he had got together to ſtop their Pro- 
e greſs. The Regiment of Dentz, that was to 


« march into the Lines that very Morning, was 


e then under Arms, which gave Time to the other 
&« Troops to afſemble, otherwiſe the whole Garri- 
et ſon might in all probability have been cut off. 
e The Prince of Heſſe-Pbhilipſdabl, Governor, who 
© was wounded in the Leg, did his utmoſt to repulſe 
ce the Enemy, but to no Purpoſe, he being oblig'd 
« at laſt to give Way to their ſuperior Numbers, 
s and to make his Retreat (though not without 
« great Difficulty) through the Gate which leads 
ee to Steenbergen. General Cronſtrom was fo near 
et being taken in his Quarters, that it is ſaid he was 
«' obliged to abandon his Papers and the military 
« Cheſt. The French did not purſue the Garriſon 
ct any further than the Gate of Steenbergen, which 
ce they immediately cloſed upon them. During the 
« Storm againſt the Town, there was a falſe At- 
de tack all along the Lines and againſt the three 
« Forts of Rover, Pinſen, and Moormont, which 
ec were abandoned one after the other as the Gar- 
et riſon of Bergen-op-zoom and the Troops in the 
« Lines retired towards Steenbergen. The Loſs 
« of the Garriſon upon this Occaſion is not yet 
« known. General Cronſtrom is now at Ouden- 
& boſch, where he has taken upon him the Com- 
« mand of the Army, The Prince of Heſſe- 
& Philipſdabl arrived here this Morning in a 
« Yacht ; and *tis hoped will recover of his Wounds. 
« This Day General La Roque, late Governor of 
& Fulſt, was committed to cloſe Cuſtody by an 
c Order from the Council of State.“ 

That the foregoing Account, which was pub- 
liſhed by Authority, conceals ſome of the Cir- 
cumſtances of this unfortunate Affair, is by ſome 

| | ſuſpeCted, 
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ſuſpected, but wich what Juſtice I ſhall not pretend 


to ſay; nor can any one determine till Time ſhall 
ſhall give us more Light into it. It appears, how- 
ever, that the Prince Governor is not kill'd, as we 
were told by our firſt Advices from Holland, after 
the taking of the Town. There -are ſome privace 
Letters which tell us, that the French, after- they 
got Poſſeſſion of the Market- place, put a great 
Number of the Garriſon to the Sword; and among 
the Slain Lord Joh Murray, Brother to his Grace 


the Duke of Athol, and Colonel of the brave 


Regiment of Scotch Highlanders, which has done 
great Service Abroad, is named, but hope by Mi- 
ſtake. Tis alſo ſaid, that Colonel Parſons of the 
Foot Guards was dangerouſly Ill at Bergen-op-zoom 
when that Place was taken; ſo that in all Probabi- 
lity, he is a Priſoner. By a Letter from the Hague 
we have an Account, that the Populace are grown 
very tumultuous on the Loſs of Bergen; and it is 
alſo talked there, that the Dutch will declare War, 
and the Prince Stadtholder ſoon ſet up his Standard 
as Captain-General of the Forces, in order to be 
joined by the Gentry, Burghers, Sc. to ſtop the 
Progreſs of the French Army. 

What will be the Conſequence of the Loſs 
of this important Place, and whether the Dutch 
will yet declare War againſt France, God only 
knows: But, whether they do or do not, it is 
by many thought, that the Ruin of this famous Re- 


publick is now near at Hand, However, if this 


happens, the States-General may thank themſelves 
for it. But they may perhaps have foreſeen what 
has been done, and what is yet likely to be done, 
and have prepared themſelves for the worſt, In 
ſhort, that ſome People have long ago fold their 
Country, is doubted by few. The common 
People of the United Provinces, indeed, may yet 
_ poſſibly retrieve what their * * ® ® have loſt, 
9 | by 
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by ſome vigorous, and in Truth, -deſperate Step. 


They have already ſtruck a great Stroke towards 


this important Work, by creating a Stadtholder; 
and if they ſhould at laſt take a Reſolution to run 
the greateſt Lengths to ſave themſelves, they may 
poſſibly work Miracles. And nothing leſs than Mi- 


racles can ſave them. It has already been intimated, 
by private Letters from Amſterdam, that the Peo- 


pie at the Hague had begun to riſe in a tumultuous 
Manner, on the Receipt of the News of Berger 


being taken. If this be true, and the ſame Spirit 
ſhould ſpread through all the Provinces, we ſhall 
not hear much of High Mightineſſes for the future. 

As ſoon as the Stadtholder knew that the Af- 
fair was over at Bergen, he repaired to the Council 
of State, which continued fitting till very late at 
Night, to conſider what Meaſures were proper to 
be taken to ſtop the Progreſs of the French. The 
Iſland of Tholen is in a good State of Defence, a 
large Reinforcement having been juſt thrown in 
there. There is alſo a Body of Troops in South. 


Heveland, ſufficient to defend Zealand on that Side; 


(if any thing can now be found ſufficient to withſtand 
the French) and the Army in the Camp at Ouden- 
boſth made a Motion on the 17th, to ſecure the 
Communication between Steenberg, WMilliamſtadt, 
and Breda. As to Princeland (a little Diſtrict 
behind Bergen-op zoom) doubtleſs the French will 
now ſoon be able to make good their Menaces 
againſt the Inhabitants when they refuſed to pay the 
Contributions demanded of them by Count Lowen- 
dabl's Troops, almoſt as ſoon as they had ſat down 
before Bergen-op-2oom, Out of four Letters which 
the French ſent to the Magiſtrates of this Diſtrict, 
the two laſt have been tranſmitted to Zngland, and 
and as they are a Curious Specimen of the Gallic 
Arrogance, I ſhall preſent the Reader with a Tran- 
lation of them, with which J conclude this Tract. 
5 T0 


(55) 


' 2 be Aid Major Generals Letter. 


cc It is order'd, that the Bailifs, ane 9 
„ Burgo-Maſter of Princeland execute the order 
Which was ſent them of furniſhing in the whole 
* forty Thouſand Rations of Hay, forty Thouſand 
„ Rations of Oats, an Hundred Waggon Loads of 
; „ Straw, four Hundred Timber Beams, and alſo an 
&« exact Account of the Horſes, Waggons, and 
«« Number of Inhabitants in their Towns, Villages, 
«© Communities and fingle Houſes z which if they 
do not obey by the 25th of this Month, in every 
« Particular, their Towns, Villages, Hamlets, and 
« Houſes ſhall be burned without further Notice. 


Done in the Camp ge- Sign'd ; 
fore Bergen-op zoom, CHABRIE Aid Major General 
July 20, 1747. of the Army. | 


The other Letter was from Or1ivier DE KeR- 
MELLE PENHOLT, Colonel of the Regiment of 
Breton Volunteers. 8 


I am ſurpriz'd, Gentlemen, at your Obſti- 
« nacy “ in refuſing Obedience to the King my 
«© Maſter, and the Contribution of Hay, Oats, 
& Sc. which was demanded of you by M. Chabrie 
« aid Major General of the Army, by order of 
& Count Lowendahl our General, and for furniſh- 
* ing of which you had a term given you to the 

„ 25th of this Month, without your taking any the - 
& leaſt Care to ſatisfy the ſaid Demands, * This is | 
& therefore to admoniſh you for the laſt Time, thar | | 

de you 


5 Princeland was at this Time in a good State of Defence, - 
and quite out of the Power of the French, ſo that we need not | 
wonder at the Obſtinacy (as the Inv * called 11) of the Inha- 

bitants in refuſing Obedience, | 
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. 
&. you are to ſend what you were formerly injoin'd to 
© the Head Quarters of the French Army before 
« Bergen op-2oom by the 28th of this Month, with- 
& out farther Delay. I would adviſe you to make 
& good uſe of che Kindneſs which our General ſtill 
«« has for you; for otherwiſe I ſhall come and ſee 
c you with a Torch in my Hand. You will be ſo 
t good as to let me know that you have received 
4 this” - 1 | 


J am Gentlemen, 
Your humble Servant, 


Roſendael, July 26. 


KERMELLE PENHOLT. 
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Extract of a Letter from Rotterdam, dated Sept. 18. 


cc 


cc 
Cc 
Cc 
ce 
66 
cc 
ec 


cc 


{ * 


« Our Surprize was ſo great, when told Yeſter- 
day Morning by People "that fled out of Bergen, 
that the Town was taken, *rwas not to be ex- 
reſg'd 3 and when the People declared they ſaw 
the French in the Town, it was not believed till 
ſeveral Perſons had been at the Hague, and had 
it from the Prince's own Mouth, that it was 
took on Saturday Morning, at Six o' Clock, by 
Surprize, but rather Treachery, Sword in Hand, 
The French came chicfly in at the Bats Port, 
where they met with little or no Reſiſtance. The 
Slaughter in the Town was very great; Prince 
He > Philipſdabl is wounded, General Cronſlrum 
is ſafe, with as many of our Forces as could get 
off ; ſome went to Tolen, and others to Seen- 
berg, and were in the greateſt Confuſion : This 


is to be depended on, and I have lent it Expreſs 


to Helvoetſluys, in order to catch the Packet, I 
am ſtruck to the Soul, to think that the Blood 
and Treaſure of England ſhould be ſpent to ſerve 
and fave an ungrateful Set of People. Till our 
Prince is faſter rivited, and can weed, out Bri- 
bery, Things will not go better than they have 
done. 


Extract of a Letter from Rotterdam, Sept. 19. 


« As to Particulars from Bregen, we have few 
more than thoſe we learn from common Re- 
port: It is diſmal to ſee the Wounded that have 
fled here, both Women and Children, with Part 
of the Burghers : 5 ſome came out naked, their 
Conſternation was ſo great; but all ay, they 
thought themſelves in the greateſt t Security ; That 
at Break of Day the J rench got into the Ravelin. 
Dedem without much Oppoſition ; that the re- 
ſerved Corps behind the Ravelin made ſome 
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ſmall Reſiſtance, but were ſoon overcome: Then 
the French drove through one Sortee, or Sally. 
Port; and before the Garriſon was alert, three 
Thouſand of the former were in the Market. 
Place: Our Troops were got together in the 
greateſt Hurry and Confuſion 3 they defended 


themſelves till near Eight Clock; but the 


French pouring in from all Parts, they were 
forced to retire towards the Steenberg Port, fight. 
ing as they went for Fear of having their Re. 
treat cut off. The Maſſacre was terrible, the 
French ſparing neither Women nor Children: 


The Troops in the Lines had not Time to come 


to their Aſſiſtance; all marched off in Confu— 


- fon, ſome got with the poor remaining Part of 


the Garriſon to Tolen, and ſome to Steenberg; 
and thus, as it is generally believed, by Trea. 
chery was the brave Garriſon ſacrificed, after 
defending the Town nine Weeks. Thoſe People 
that wiſh well to the French, tell us, the City 
was took. fairly by Storm ; that they entered in 
at four Breaches they had made; which had 
that been the Caſe, the Garriſon would have 
been on their Guard, and: the Troops from the 
Lines would have been in Readineſs. Prince 
Heſſe - Philipſdanl' arrived here laſt Night, is 
wounded in ſeveral Parts of *the Body, and ſhot 
through the Leg; it is ſaid he . behaved mot 
callantly : „but when told the French were in the 
Town, laughed, and ſaid, it was not poſlible. 
General Cronſt rom was carried off by a Party 
of cur Huſſars, and is ſafe. It is ſaid by all 
Well-wiſners to their Country, that there was 
Treachery, but by whom I cant ſay. On Fun. 
day the Prince appealed the People, by telling 
them it was took by Surprize, They now be⸗ 


gin to ſay he is betrayed in his Counſels; that 
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(39) 
thoſe about him have govern'd too long. In ſhort, 
they are for giving him all the Power into his 
own Hands. On the other Hand, ſome of the 
Papiſts have ſhewn themſelves too well pleaſed. 
A Houſe of one was pulled down at the Hague 
Yeſterday, and three at Amſterdam, and all their 
Furniture burnt, In ſhort, the People begin to 
be ſo outrageous, that terrible are the Conſe- 
quences that are to be expected ; the Enemy at 
our Door, and the People diſtracted. I ſee no 
Way left but to drown ourſelves to keep our 
Throats from being cut. We are told the 
Dykes by Pilliamſtadt are cut, in order to 
prevent their coming that Way. This is 
the Fruits of preferring our mortal Enemy 
before our faſt Friend, which muſt be the 
Effects of Bribery ; but as a Dutchman prefers 
Money before his God, the French will never 
want any thing they ſtand in need of, ſo long as 
they can find Money. Some Weeks ſince Pla- 
carts were publiſhed prohibiting Proviſions go- 
ing to Flanders, Laſt Week another, ſetting 
forth, that the People there ſhould not ſtarve, 
that no Body would like it themſelves, and there- 
fore Liberty was given to ſend any thing, being 
firſt examin'd by the Cuſtom-Houſe Officers 


but every one knows *tis an eaſy Matter in this 


Country, to tranſport one Thing for another; 
Gunpowder may paſs for Butter, and Balls for 
Edam's Cheeſes. The Country is in a terrible 
Situation; we may thank God the Winter is 


near at Hand, which may probably ſtop the 

French making any farther Progreſs towards us, 

and before Spring we may determine to be in 

earneſt, EL 

« My Wife is gone to Amſterdam; lhe was moſt 

terribly frighted, when told the Blood ran in 
ct Streams 
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